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Afghan talks resume this month 

■ ■ i 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Peace talks between the Soviet Union and Afghan 
rebels are likely to resume before the end of die month, rebel leader 
Btnfanndkfin Rabbam said Sunday. Speaking at die news conference in 
Islamabad, be called on the Kremhn 10 drop ns insstence that die rebels 
should share power with PrewdentJ^ajibollflh's government. Rabbam was 
speaking on nis return from Saudi Arabia where be met a Soviet team 
beaded by senior Kremlin aide Yuli Vorontsov in the first round of talks 
Dec. 3 and 4. "We hope that in the second round die Russians will bring 
spcctfic new proposals,” he said “We don't want it to be like die first 
round, Just general issues.” During the first round of talks, the 
Mujaheocen team had demanded .war reparations without eying any 
figures, he said Rabbam, who holds dm revolving chairmanship of the 
seven-party alliance based in Pakistan, said the rebels had made dear they , 
would not accept any role in a future broad-based government for 
NajibuUah's ruling People’s Democratic Party. The negotiations had been 
positive in that the two sides had agreed to condone the process In 
Pakistan, he said, speaking through an interpreter. 
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Kidnappers to ‘try’ Cools 

BEIRUT (R) — A previously unknown group said Sunday it was bolding 
Belgian doctor Jan Cools who disappeared in south Lebanon May 21 this 
year. The group, calling itself "The Soldiers of Truth, ” said in a 
typewritten statement in Arabic it would put him on trial for spying for 
Western countries and Israel. The statement, delivered to an international 
news agency, was accompanied by photocopies of Cools's identity card, 
passport, driving licence and draft card. No group had previously claimed 
responsibility for holding Cools, 32, an aid worker who disappeared 
shortly after leaving the refugee camp of Rashidiyeh near the port of Tyre. 
The statement said: “After watching his (Cools's) suspicious movements 
and finding un doubtable evidence to the true nature of his activities, our 
struggles seized and detained him." It said Cools was recruited by 
Western intelligence agencies and lb? Israeli Mossad in 1982 and was sent 
to Lebanon under the cover of a doctor to collect information on the 
resistance movement fighting Israel. “We are studying the evidence we 
have to issue the just punishment against the so-called Jan Cools and we 
will announce our decision later.* it said. 
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HCST discusses 

education expansion 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Council for Science' and Technol- 
ogy (HCST) met under the chair- 
manship of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Sunday and 
reviewed its various programmes, 
including the establishment of air 
independent national centre for 
educational research, means to 
increase the number of students 
in various specialisations and die 
progress of work on expanding 
the national education system. 

The meeting discussed prepa- 
ration of educational textbooks 
and emphasised the need for 
speed in the process as well as in 
drawing up a course of action to 
reduce dependence on commun- 
ity college- graduates for educa- 
tional specialisations. 

The council reviewed a propos- ' 
al . for establishing a specialised ' 
university for teacher training 
and other alternatives with a view 
to implementing the new educa- 


tional policy. 

Also under discussion were re- 
commendations on vocational 
training and plans to develop 
vocational training and. technolo- 
gical centres, including 
polytechnic colleges and applied 
engineering faculties. 

The first phase of the 1989- 
1992 educational development 
plan will cost approximately $263 
million, out of which $114 million 
will be provided locally, while the 
zest will be provided by the gov- 
ernment or Japan, the World 
Bank and other international par- 
ties. 

Taking part in Sunday’s meet- 
ing were Deputy Prime Minis ter 
and Education' Minister Tbou- 
qan Hindawi, Higher Education 
Minister Naseruddin Al Assad, 
representatives for Planning 
Ministry, the World Bank ana 
HCST members. 
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Lebanon sends quake aid to Armenia 

BEIRUT (R) — An aircraft carrying relief supplies donated by 
Armenian and Lebanese agencies left Behut Sunday fin: quake-frit 
Soviet Armenia, airport said. They said the plane, char ters! 

by a Lebanese Armenian, was carrying 19 tonnes of medical 
equipment and food for sm-vivora from the earthquake 11 days ago in' 
which more than 55,000 people are feared to have died. 

Walesa prepares for talks 

WARSAW (R) -u. The leader of Poland's banned Solidarity, union 
Lech Walesa mid more than 100 prominent opposition members met 
Sunday to prepare a common p lat f or m for trfkn with the communist 
government mi Poland’s future. Walesa, who convened the 120 figures 
from across Poland, urged them to seize the bfitialive at foe talks by 
proposing new ideas on foe country’s problems. The meeting, in tire 
cellar at tirc Cafoolk: Church of God’s Mercy, was the latest sign that 
government-opposition talks were about to take place after months of 
wrangling over conditions. \ 

Cyprus talks resume today 

NICOSIA (AF) — Greek and- Turkish Cypriot leaders meet Monday 
for a second round of dosed-door talks on reuniting the war-divided 
bland, bat officials said there were stfll wide differences between the 
rival communities. President George VassQiou, the Greek Cypriot 
leader, and Rauf Denktash, president of foe breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot republic, wiB lay jdown a wide range of options on issues on 
which they failed to make progress in the seven-week first round of 
talks that ended Nov. 7. This procedure was designed to find ways of 
bridging the differences and provide avenues through which areas of . 
agreement could be reach e d. . 
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Freed ICRC delegate returns home 

GENEVA (AP) — Swiss International Red Cross delegate Peter 
Winkler returned home from Lebanon Sunday. Winkler, 32, reiter- 
ated that Ms captors never identified thems el v e s and never told Mm 
why they kidnapped trim in broad daylight in the city of Sidon where 
he directed operations of foe aU-Swfas International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) ia South Lebanon. He said he was well treated but 
that he was “very much afraid- ” Winkler also said he did not know 
whether Ms release might mean that other hostages would be now be 
freed, too. Winkler was freed last Friday. at Sidon. Swiss Foreign 
Minister Rene Fdber said Saturday night that his abductors tried to 
tie Ms. release to a lenient sentence for a Jafied Lebanese hijacker, 
Hussein Hariri, but that Switzerland refused any concessi o ns. 

Hlrohito continues to discharge blood 

TOKYO (AP) — Aifing Japanese Emperor EGrohito Sunday dis- 
charged a small amount of blood fin* the fonrtii-consecntive day, the 
Imperial Household Agency said. Agency spokesman Keoji Maeda 
told palace reporters foe 87-year-old emperor discharged Mood from 
Ms bowels late Saturday and early Sunday, bid the amount was “quite 
small." Meanwhile, police reported a fire early Sunday an the 
grounds of the Musashiryo Imperial Mausoleum in Hacfalqji, near 
Tokyo, where HiroMto’s father, emperor Taisfao, and mother are 
buried. A police officer who requested anonymity said the fire, 
believed to be arson, burned trees west of the mausoleum. 

U.S. again scales back Gulf operations 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The UJ5. naval force in the Gulf B farther scaling 
back its operations and wffl be reduced from 15 to 14 ships just after 
foe new year, -according to 05. ndfoary sources. In the latest change 
of procedure, UJS. warships win “moni tor ” U~S.-flag vessels in foe 
waterway by radar bat may no longer be within quick reach in 
emergencies. One scarce said the move, fee some earlier ones, reflects 
a Pentagon judgement that foe threat to stripping in the Gulf has 
lessened «*•«» the Iran-Iraq ceasefire went into effect Aug. 20. 

Brazil fails to win $1b Iraq deal 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Brazil has foiled to secure a $1 bflfion contract to 
supply 100, M0 autos and spare parts to Iraq for lb fleet of 160,000 
vehicles, Western djpV"*** said Sunday. Brazilian Trade and 


(he Iraqis during a vtttto Baghdad that began Dec. 10, but could not 
re a c h a gf urn umt «a at tmiy tw ins, foe sources said. Iraqi and 
BrazDfaa offidab declined comment on the issue. The deal had been 
staBed earBer became of disagrees* over prices of foe Volkswagen 
do Brasil autos. 

Fire sweep through Indiana hotel 

SOUTH BEND, Indiana , (AP) — Fire swept through a residential hotel 
Sunday, kflfeigat least one person, injuring at least six and forcing foe 
evacuation of 1M. residents, authorities said. Twelve people were 
unaccounted for. Thebbze in the four-storey Momingside Hotel 
apparently began on the third floor- and 'qnfckty spread. One wall 
roBapoed. Tte downhnm hotel has 105 rooms, hooring transients and 
some long-term reddents. Robert ZBoer,-the owner at the 64-year-old 
hotel, said resides! Jnfius Wood died in Ms fourth-floor apartment. Of 
the residents who wes* unaccounted far, authorities said .it was 
possible they were 'not la their rooms when the fee broke ooL 








His Mqjesty King Hussein Sunday holds talks with U.S. Congressman Wayne Owens (Petra 
photo) 

King voices appreciation 
of U.S.move towards PLO 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Sunday Wayne 
Owens, member of the U.S. 
Congress from the state of 
Utah, and voiced Ms apprecia- 
tion of the U-S. administra- 
tion’s decision to open a dia- 
logue with the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 


The King expressed hope 
that the American step would 
'lead to progress towards a just 
and comprehenrive settlement 
of the Middle East problem 
through an international peace 
conference. 

King Hussein voiced Jor- 
dan's total support for the 
PLO, the sole legitimate repre- 


sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, and fflD backing for the 
PLO’s efforts to fulfil the 
aspirations of the people of 
Palestine in a just and compre- 
hensive peace. 

The audience was attended 
fiy U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Roscoe Snddarth. 


Prince Hassan welcomes 
Soviet troop cut in Europe 


AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan 
Sunday voiced Jordan's apprecia- 
tion of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s initiative to reduce 
conventional forces in Europe 
and said that fois-step was bound 
to e nhan ce the cause of world 
peace. 

Prince Hassan was speaking at 
a meeting with a Soviet par- 
liamentary delegation led by 
Rafiq Nishanov, a member of tiro 
Soviet Communist Party Central 
Committee and party, leader of 
foe Soviet Republic of Uzbekistan. 
. Reviewing the developments of 
foe Middle East, Prince Hassan 
said that there was a general 
trend at present towards solving 
regional conflicts and he paid 
tribute to the Soviet Union for its 
part in strengthening internation- 
al relations. 

Prince Hassan also spoke on 
Jordan's derision to sever links 
with the West Bank and its con- 
tinued efforts to back the uprising 
in the occupied territories. The 



uprising, he Said, has enhanced 
foe Palestinian people's identity 
and reaffirmed their rights in 
their homeland. 

Prince Hassan and Nishanov 
reviewed Jordanian-Soviet rela- 
tions and cooperation in scien- 
tific, cultural and educational 
fields. Nishanov paid tribute to 
His Majesty King Hussein for Ms 


Mubarak, Arafat meet in Cairo; 
U.S.-PLO dialogue ‘positive* 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
President Hosni Mubarak met 
Sunday to discuss how to keep 
the momentum gained by Last 
week's first direct U.S.-PLO 
dialogue which the PLO leader 
desenbed as positive. 

Following the meeting, the two 
leaders went straight to a dinner 
hosted by Mubarak, foe Middle 
East News Agency said. 

Arafat flew in earlier in the day 


from Tunis, where U.S. Ambas- 
sador Robert H. PeJletreau had a 
90-minute meeting there with a 
four-member PLO delegation 
headed by Yasser Abed Rabbo 
Friday. 

“The talks in Tunis discussed 
peace moves and matters related 
to foe (Palestinian) cause, and 
they were positive/' Arafat told 
airport reporters. 

Asked about the PLO's future 
moves, he said: “They will be 
Palestinian- Arab moves and this 


Quake survivors pray 
for end to tragedy 


MOSCOW (R) — Survivors of 
Armenia's earthouake tit candles 
in churches ana prayed for a 
respite from tragedy Sunday as 
Soviet reports said only one per- 
son had been rescued alive over 
the weekend from thousands 
buried in rabble. 

The 80-year-old leader of the 
Armenian Orthodox Church, 
Cafooticos Vasken I, conducted a 
solemn service in the bdy town of 
Echmiadzin south of Leninakan, 
a city of 290,000 people that was 
largely destroyed in foe Dec. 7 
quake. 

“The eyes of the Armenian 
people, even non-believers, are 
on om church today. We must be 
a united people/’ Vasken told 
hundreds of grieving survivors. 
He led tiie congregation in chant- 
ing prayers and lighting candles 
for foe dead. 

The Armenians, whose distinc- 
tive branch of Christianity is 
! more than 2,600 years old, also 
prayed for an end to ethnic vio- 
lence between their people and 
Azerbaijanis winch lias claimed 
more than 60 lives tins year (see 
page 0). 


Soviet authorities estimate ab- 
out 55,000 people died in the 
quake. More than 15,000 have 
been dug out alive, bat only one 
person was repotted in foe Soviet 
media to have been rescued from 
mountains of rubble over the 
weekend. 

State television said tempera- 
tures in parts of Armenia had 
fallen to about minus 15 degrees 
Centigrade (five degrees 
Fahrenheit), freezing the streets 
where many of the 500,000 home- 
less victims are camping in hun- 
ger and shock. 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, a 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, ar- 
rived in Armenia’s capital Yere- 
van Sunday to visit stricken areas. 
f 4 I want to give tender love and 
care to the people,” she told 
reporters. . 

In Moscow, diplomats and 
other foreigners donated money 
and goods for earthquake victims 
and airline crews collected dona- 
tions on planes flying into 

Moscow. 

In Spitak, a town of 20,000 




Joint committee ends meetings ; Rifai, 

Ramadan pay tribute to bilateral ties 

Jordan, Iraq raise 
annual trade to $0.8b 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The ter agreeing on measures to 
Joint Jordanian-Iraqi Higher promote bilateral trade and to 
Co mmi ttee Sunday concluded a hold trade fairs in Amman and 
two-day meeting in Baghdad af- Baghdad. 


Minutes of the deliberations 
were signed by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and Iraqi Ernst Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. Both leaders express- 
ed deep satisfaction with the out- 
come of the discussions. 

Rifai said the Iraqi side was 
responsive to all Jordanian ideas 
and proposals and through con- 
tinued efforts both sides over- 
came all obstacles that impeded 
bilateral cooperation, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, reported. 

Rifai said the higher commit- 
tee’s meetings aim at building a 
strong and continued process of 
bilateral cooperation. 

Ramadan said the meetings 
were held in a broheriy atmos- 
phere reflecting the strong ties 
between the two countries. 

Earlier Sunday, the Jordanian- 
Iraqi ministrial committee agreed 
on raising the volume of ex- 
changed goods between Iraq and 
Jordan to $800 million in 1989 
and decided to raise foe annual 
quota of the Jordanian and Iraqi 
trade centres to $75 million each 
per annum and to allow foe two 
sides to hold industrial trade fairs 
in Amman and Baghdad and sell 
$2 million worth of products 
directly to foe public. Each coun- 


try will be given preferential 
treatment in import/export op- 
erations conducted by either 
country. 

The meeting was co-chaired by 
Minister of -Industry and Trade 
Hamdi Tabbaa and Iraqi Minister 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications Mohammad 
Zubeidi. 

Zubeidi said in a statement 
later that agreement was reached 
by the two sides on settling all 
outstanding issues in implementa- 
tion of directives by His Majesty 
King Hussein and President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 



Zaid Rifai 


Earlier, Rifai visited the Un- 
known Soldier's Monument in 
Baghdad and laid a wreath there. 
He also visited an exhibition of 
weapons seized by the Iraqi 
forces in the Gulf war. 

The joint committee held a first 
round of talks Saturday evening 
under the co-chairmanship of 
Rifai and Ramadan. 

At the oytset of the meeting, 
the prime minister paid tribute to 
Iraq's endeavours to defend the 
Arab Nation and said Jordan and 
Iraq in fact form “one united 
country, a goal achieved through 
the efforts of the two leaderships.” 

The prime minister hailed 
progress in bilateral cooperation 
and the great strides taken by 
Amman and Baghdad to achieve 
integration in all fields. 

. Ramadan welcomed the Jorda- 
nian delegation to the meetings 
and said that the higher commit- 
tee had accomplished an impor- 
tant task and helped present 
Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation as an 
example that could be emulated 
by other states. 

Rifai and the team that accom- 
panied Him to Baghdad for foe 
meetings returned .home later 
Sunday. 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday confers with a 
Soviet delegation headed by Communist Party Central Committee 
member Rafiq Nishanov (Petra photo) 


3 Palestinians killed, 
17 injured amid strike 


efforts world-wide to establish 
peace. 

The meeting was attended by 
Upper House of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi 
and a number of Senators as well 
as Royal Scientific Society Presi- 
dent Jawad Al Anani. 

■ The Soviet delegation left Am- 
man later Sunday. 


is what I will discuss today with 
President Mubarak.” 

Arafat is due to arrive in Vien- 
na Monday, an Austrian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said in 
Vienna. 

Arafat was met at Cairo airport 
Sunday by Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid who Later 
told a seminar on the Palestinian 
issue that the U.S. decision to 
open a dialogue with the PLO 
was “an important step and a 
positive position.” 

Abdul Meguid in the meantime 
urged Israel to “respond to the 
honest and true call of peace” 
and join the peace process. Israel 
has criticised the American deci- 
sion and remains publicly ada- 
mant about its refusal to talk with 
the PLO. 

He also said Egypt would con- 
tinue to exert all efforts to “invest 
the numerous positive factors 
that have become available at this 
time to take the Palestinian issue 
out of the circle of lost opportuni- 
ties.” 

Abdul Meguid urged foe world 
“not to allow one party to thwart 
a drive supported by the interna- 
tional community.” 

He said an international con- 
ference, attended by foe five 
permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council and 
the PLO, was the only way to 
attain a just and lasting peace. 

He praised Sweden for its part 
in bringing about direct talks be- 
tween the United States and the 
PLO, calling the U.S. move an 
important step in the right direc- 
tion. 

‘Military attacks win continue* 


In Abo Dhabi, a fc 
Palestinian’ official warn 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i (Agencies) — Three Palestinians 
were shot dead and 17 others 
wounded in clashes with Israeli 
troops in foe occupied territories 
Sunday, while Israeli peace activ- 
ists skirted an army blockade to 
meet with Palestinians in a 
Palestinian town. 

The dashes in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
erupted during a general strike 
called to protest five Palestinian 
deaths over foe weekend. 

Despite the violence, a group 
of about 40 Israelis sponsored by 
the Peace Now movement 
travelled to the West Bank town 
of Beit Sahour to tell a church 
filled with 400 Palestinian wor- 
shipers they favoured dialogue 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

The activists, including left- 
wing legislator Ran Cohen, 
reached foe town by a back road 
after foe army shut roads into the 
town, news photographers at the 
scene said. 

“We believe that now there is 
only one possibility of solution... 
a solution- whicb includes a 
Palestinian independent state be- 
side foe state of Israel,” Cohen 
said during the visit. 

The Israelis distributed a state- 
ment in Hebrew, English and 
Arabic that said: “We are happy 
to be here not as occupiers but as 


your guest. We accept your right 
to an independent Palestine and 
to choose you own leaders and 
representatives.” 

Issa Yacoub Massad, a Beit 
Sahux resident, said protesters in 
foe town agreed not to throw 
stones during foe visit. 

Before the Israelis spoke at foe 
church, townspeople broke into 
foe Palestinian anthem “Home- 
land, Homeland.” Later, about 
200 Palestinian women demons- 
trated outside chanting slogans 
and waving a Palestinian flag. 

Sunday’s general strike para- 
lysed public transportation and 
commerce throughout foe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and also 
mired Israel's efforts to reopen 
high schools shut since Septem- 
ber in foe West Bank. 

A military government spokes- 
man said all foe high schools 
opend except in Nabhis which has 
been under curfew since bloody 
clashes that claimed five victims 
Friday. But news reports said 
many of the 50,000 Mgh school 
pupils did not attend classes be- 
cause of foe strike. 

Sunday’s fatalities were identi- 
fied by hospital officials as Ibra- 
him Mohammad Badran, 24, of 
Deir Al Ghusun village near Tul- 
karem in foe West Bank, Zoheir 
Ismail Fiyad, 22, of Shabura in the 
Gaza Strip, and Mohammad 


Ferhat, 30, also of Shabura. 

Their deaths raised to 341 foe 
□umber of Palestinians killed in 
the year-long uprising. 

News reports said hundreds of 
Palestinian men, women and chil- 
dren in Deir AJ Ghusun demons- 
trated after foe shooting, waving 
Palestinian flags. 

The second fatality, Fiyad, a 
student at Gaza’s Islamic Uni- 
versity, was shot during a protest 
in foe Shabura neighbourhood of 
Rafab, on foe Egyptian border in 
Gaza, an official at nearby Nasser 
hospital said. 

The other victim died at a U.N. 
clinic in nearby Rafah, according 
to reports. Two people also were 
reported wounded in foe dash in 
Shabura, which witnesses said 
broke out when troops were 
stoned by protesters. 

Tbe other casualties occurred 
during eight separate clashes in 
towns and refugee camps in Gaza 
and foe Wesr Bank, hospital offi- 
cials said. At least three sites of 
violence, Nablus, Qalqilya, and 
foe Deir Al Balah refugee camp 
— were put under curfew, reports 
said. 

Among the wounded was a 
L5 -year-old girl from Jabalya re- 
fugee camp in Gaza who was 
reported in critical condition with 
a bullet wound in foe head and 
transferred to hospital. 


Peres offers talks; Shamir plans 
own coalition; ‘autonomy’ mooted 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli man) people, we recognise their from foe next government unle 
Foreign Minister and Labour Par- rights, we are ready to sit with it was .willing to compromise c 
ty leader Shimon Peres Sunday them,” he said. several important issues, 

offered to open talks with any But Peres stopped short of Among these was whether 
Palestinian who renounces vio- endorsing the U.S. decision last build new Jewish settlements 
lence while his political rival, Wednesday to talk to foe PLO, the occupied West Bank ai 
Ukud leader Yitzhak Shamir, saying it was “premature” as it Gaza Strip. Likud favours 20 


I warned Sunday 

mragt3) 


prepared to form a government 
without Labour. 

The Labour Party also pre-_ 
sented to the Israeli cabinet a 
10-year-old “autonomy” plan for 
the occupied West Bulk and 
Gaza Strip. 

Earlier in the day, a key Peres 
aide was quoted as suggesting 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) could be a' 
partner to pears talks wife Israel 
d it takes “practical steps.” 

In an interview with American 
television, Peres said: “I am 
ready to sit with every Palestinian 
who is not engaged in terror... 
every Palestinian, no matter what 
his biography used to be.” 

“We recognise the (Palesti- 


nian) people, we recognise their 
rights, we are ready to sit with 
them,” he said. 

But Peres stopped short of 
endorsing the U.S. decision last 
Wednesday to talk to the PLO, 
saying it was “premature” as it 
would take time to determine if 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
would live up to his pledge last 
week in Geneva “to renounce 
every manner of terrorism.” 

Peres said: “Israel must put the 
(Arafat) declarations to test” and 
added that it would take “a cou- 
ple of months” to see if the 
Palestinian leader keeps his 
word. 

Peres's future in Israel’s gov- 
ernment was unclear Sunday, 
however, as foe conservative 
Likud Party appeared set to form 
-a new coalition that would ex- 
clude his Labour Party. 

Labour and Social ' Affairs 
Minister Moshe Katzav, 
said Labour would be excluded 


from foe next government unless 
it was .willing to compromise on 
several important issues. 

Among these was whether to 
build new Jewish settlements in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Likud favours 20 to 
40 new settlements while Labour 
believes none should be built. 

Israeli ministers meanwhile dis- 
cussed foe autonomy plan pre- 
sented by Labour. 

Labour ministers presented tbe 
unilateral “autonomy” plan to 
foe cabinet. The plan would give 
Palestinian leaders control over 
the administration of daily muni- 
cipal affairs while Israel main- 
tains a military presence in foe 
area. 

“In essence we let them run 
their own affairs while Israel will 
focus on security and foreign 
affairs,” Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Alliance leaders open summit in Bahrain today 


GCC to build on 
Iran- Iraq ceasefire, 
back PLO strategy 


By Philip Shehadi * 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — Arab Gulf leaders open their first 
peacetime summit Monday aiming to build on a 
fragile Iran-lraq ceasefire and back Middle East 
peace moves by the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Heads of state from Gulf diplomatic developments in the 
Cooperation Council (GCC) Middle East spurred by the dec- 
countries are meeting without laration of a Palestinian state last 
war in the region for the first time month and the year-old uprising 
since they formed the group in in the Israeli-occupied territories. 
1981 to boost economic and de- Strong backers of the PLO, the 
fence ties. GCC countries are expected to 

But the six-member council, reiterate support for the newly- 
comprising Saudi Arabia, declared state and for convening 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman a Middle East peace conference, 
and the United Arab Emirates, the officials said, 
fears that fighting between Iran GCC minsters have welcomed 
and Iraq could flare up if U.N.- the PLO’s acceptance of U.N. 
sponsored peace talks in Geneva resolutions that implicitly recog- 
remain deadlocked. nise Israel. The PLO move, fol- 

The talks began in August, five to»«* by statements from PLO 
days after a ceasefire ended eight leader Yasser Arafat, cleared the 
years of fighting, but have made way f°. r official U.S.-PLO talks 
little progress. Fnday after a 13-year-long 

“Officially the war has ended, Washington ban on such con- 
and we are happy for this. But taels. 

until a peace agreement is Oil ministers from the GCC 
signed.... dangers of a renewal of will meet separately Monday at 
the war remain," Sultan Qaboos the luxury hotel summit venue. 
Ibn Sai'd of Oman said in an The GCC countries hold 40 per 
interview published last cent of the world's oil reserves 
Saturday. and officials said the ministers 

The group is expected to seek would reiterate support for a pact 
international efforts to ensure im- by the Organisation of Petroleum 
piementation of U.N. Resolution Exporting Countries (OPEC) to 
598 which calls for a troop with- cut output by some four million 
drawal and exchange of pris- barrels per day and boost world 
oners. oil prices. 

Also high on the agenda, offi- Bahraini security forces S un- 
cials said, are the fast-moving day cordoned off the hotel and 


took up positions on nearby sky- 
scrappers. Helicopters buzzed 
overhead. 

The GCC backed Iraq’s war 
effort and Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia have been targets of 
sabotage operations widely 
blamed on Iranian-backed fun- 
damentalists. Saudi Arabia cut 
diplomatic ties with Tehran last 
April. 

Sultan Qaboos, in an interview 
published Sunday in the Bahraini 
daily Akhbar A1 Kbaleej, said he 
hoped for better ties with Iran 
now that the fighting had 
stopped. 

“T want there to be a new 
vision of the GCC on how to deal 
with Iran when peace is estab- 
lished in the region,” he said. 

Officials say peace may open 
new horizons for GCC unity in- 
cluding defence and security ties 
and progress toward a common 
market envisaged in a 1982 eco- 
nomic agreement. Implementa- 
tion of the agreement will be one 
of the s umm it's priorities. 

The GCC approved a strategy 
for security cooperation at its last 
summit in Riyadh, but Sultan 
Qaboos said there were still 
obstacles to a full security pact 
first proposed in 1983. 

“In the last meeting Kuwait 
asked for some time to study the 
clause on extradition of criminals 
it had reservations about. Kuwait 
does not want to extradite, and 
the GCC states see that either 
this clause is applied to all states 
or not at all, and ...this is the 
obstacle,** be said. 

Little progress seen towards GCC 
economic unity, page 6 


‘Arafat met conditions’ 


The following is the text of a letter sent horn U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz to Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres on Dec. 15. 


Dear Shimon, 

Today, in a press conference in Geneva, Yasser 
Arafat made a statement in which he uncon- 
ditionally accepted U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, dearly recognised Israel’s right 
to exist, and renounced t er rori s m. I have studied 
the text of Arafat’s remarks carefully, and have 
concluded that this satisfies longstanding Amer- 
ican conditions for opening a substantive dia- 
logue. We therefore plan to act as we have often 
said we would, most recently in the President’s 
statement of December 8, by entering into a 
substantive dialogue with the PLO. I will be 
issuing a public statement to this effect, shortly 
after finalising this letter. The initial U.S. contact 
wilh the PLO will be carried out by the American 
ambassador in Tunis. 

I know how sensitive an issue this is for you and 
the people of Israel. Our decision was not taken 
Kghtly. For 13 years, every American administra- 
tion has remained committed to the agreement we 
made with the Israeli government concerning 


contacts with the PLO. boring this period, we 
insisted upon a change in the PLO’s position, as 
represented in a dear and-iwambignous statement 
on the critical issues of Israel’s right to exist, on 
242/338, and on terrorism. In the past dew-weeks, 
we maintained a firm stand on these conditions, 
refusing to be drawn into accepting less than what 
we have insisted upon since 1975. Today, such a 
statement was issued by Mr. Arafat. 

The dialogue about to be launched is not an end 
in itself. It must focus on the ewe issue of 
negotiations to end the Arab-Israeli conflict. We 
will also be watching closely the PLO’s perform- 
ance of the obligations it has undertaken as a 
result of its renunciation of terrorism. 

We also intend to make dear to the PLO that 
nothing can upset or adversely affect our rela- 
tionship with Israel. What motivates us to play an 
active role in the peace process is the dear* to see 
a safe and strong Israel, living in peace with its 
neighbours. Nothing will shake the foundation of 
oar relationship. 

We will, of course, remain in closest contact, 
and will keep you fully informed of what trans- 
pires in our talk with the PLO. We enter this 
dialogue with our eyes open and our guard up. 
Wilh warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

George P. Shultz 


Peres offers talks; Shamir plans coalition 


(Continued from page 1) 

The plan presented to the 
cabinet mirrors the U.S. medi- 
ated Camp David accords, in that 
it calls for free elections in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
peace talks with the newly elected 
leadership. 

The difference is that the un- 
ilateral plan would be im- 
plemented without the agreement 
of the Palestinians and Arab 
states. 

The Palestinians reject the 
autonomy plan. 

At the weekly cabinet meeting, 
Shamir indirectly criticised 
American and European leaders 
in comments on the opening of 
U.S. diplomatic contacts Friday 
with the PLO. Israel Radio re- 


ported. 

“The whole world wants us to 
withdraw from Judea and Samar- 
ia.” Shamir reportedly said, using 
Israel's self-styled names for the 
West Bank. “They are weary of 
the conflict. The world concen- 
trates more on an Israeli with- 
drawal than on the need for 
peace." 

Within the Labour Party, 
however, there is increasing talk 
of following the example of the 
United States and accepting the 
PLO as a negotiating partner. 

“There is a need to talk to 
Palestinians and the PLO, which 
has changed from a “terrorist” 
organisation to a political orga- 
nisation,” Labour legislator 
Haim Ramon said to Israel Radio 
during a meeting of Labour mem- 


bers in Tel Aviv. 

Minister without portfolio 
Mordechai Gur of Labour said 
PLO representatives in the occu- 
pied territories could be partners 
in Middle East peace efforts if the 
PLO took practical steps of show 
it was committed to halting “ter- 
rorism.” 

Gur told the popular daily 
Yedioth Ahronoth the U.S. deci- 
sion to open talks with the PLO 
required a positive response. 

“For the United States and the 
PLO, it is very important to halt 
‘terror.’ If we respond im- 
mediately and positively to the 
process, the PLO could take 
practical steps demonstrating an 
end to ‘terror 1 ,” Gur was quoted 
as saying. 
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STRENGTH OR BRUTALITY? — An anguish, was later forcibly pot in a police vehicle 
Israeli poticeman stands over the head of a and taken to an unidentified location. The police- 
frightened Palestinian schoolgirl after she was man is seen with a tear-gas rifle that he folded to. 
arrested by Israeli troops in the occupied Jerri- reload, 
salem area. The girl, crying with pain and 

Britain works for peace conference, 
says Israel should move forward 


CAIRO (Agencies) — British 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs William Wald grave said 
Sunday that Britain and Egypt 
were exerting efforts to convene 
an international peace conference 
for the Middle East, and urged 
Israel to enter the peace process. 

Waldgrave spoke following a ' 
meeting with President Hosni 
Mubarak. His comments were 
carried by the Middle East News 
Agency. 

“We are presently working on 
the convention of an internation- 
al conference.” Waldgrave said. 
“We also agreed that it is now 
necessary for Israel to move to- 
wards peace.” 

Waldgrave repeated his gov- 
ernment's position on welcoming 
the U.S. decision to hold official 
talks with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

“The British and Egyptian 
governments work towards estab- 
lishing a permanent peace in the 
region,” Waldgrave said. He de- 
scribed bilateral relations be- 
tween London and Cairo as warm 
and close. 

Waldgrave later met with Fore- 
ign Minister Esmat Abdul* 
Meguid. Following the meeting, 
Abdul Meguid said that the Brit- 
ish visitor's talks in Cairo had 
included recent developments in 
the Palestinian issue, the import- 
ance of the quick convening of an 
international peace conference to 
bring peace to the region, and 
bilateral relations. 

Abdul Meguid said Egypt 
appreciated all efforts Britain 
made to bring a peaceful conclu- 
sion to the Palestinian cause. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
wants to meet British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand, a senior PLO official was 
quoted Sunday as saying. 

Bass am Abu Sharif, an aide to 
Arafat, said: “We believe Mrs. 
Thatcher can play a role in 
convincing Israeli leaders that 


there is no other way forward but 
to negotiate with the PLO for a 
comprehensive peace.” 

“We have already discussed a 
meeting between Mitterrand and 
Arafat and we believe the time is 
right for. it now,” he told the 
Sunday Times newspaper. . 

A British government spokes 1 
man said there were no plans for 
Thatcher to meet Arafat and no 
request for such a meeting had 
been received from the PLO. 

Last week, Britain upgraded its 
contacts with the PLO when 
Waldgrave met Abu Sharif. 

The Sunday Times said Abu 
Sharif would meet French offi- 


cials in Paris Monday to discuss a. 
meeting between Arafat and Mit- 
terrand. 

Waldgrave said later in Cairo 
he did not rule out the possibility 
of talks between British leaders 
add Arafat. 

Asked- whether Arafat ■ might 
hold talks in London, Waldgrave 
said Britain would seek further 
meetings as needed to advance 
Middle East peace efforts. 

“I think in the first instance it is 
my job to conduct relations with 
the PLO and perhaps Abu Sharif 
in particular... but nothing is ex- 
cluded,” he said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 


Iran invites applications for parties 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran set a three-month deadline Sunday for the 
formation of political parties operating in Kne with Islamic and 
Iranian values. Hie Iranian news agency rRN A qu oted the 
Interior Ministry as saying groups now functioning outside the law 
most apply for official recognition by the end of the Iranian year 
March 20, 19891 Iran now has no officially recognised parties. The 
Communist Tudeh Party was outlawed in 1983 and vigorously 
'suppressed by Iran's fundamentalist leaders. Interior Minister Ali 
Ale bar Mohtashemi said Dec. 14 that Iran would permit political 
parties but warned would-be politicians to learn from the bitter 
experience of the past- Activists were told they could establish 
parties as long as they did not plot against Iran or create obstacles. 
The constitution stipulates that political parties can operate freely 
as long .as they respect certain principles, including Iran's 
independence, national unity and Islamic standards. 

Oman, S. Yemen agree on border points 

BAHRAIN (R) — Oman and South Yemen have agreed on 
almost all the disputed points on their border, Sultan Qaboos Ibn 
Sai'd of Oman said in an interview published Sunday. “We have 
solved many of these disputes and only very few limited points 
remain,” he told -Bahrain's Akhbar Ai Kbaleej newspaper. 
“There must not be any obstacle or delay in the way of normal 
ties.” The sultan and President Haider Abu Baker Al Attas 
agreed in October to mark the bonier and cooperate to end 20 
years of hostility and clashes between Muscat and Aden. “We 
think ties are normal though there are a few border points we 
have not agreed upon,” Sultan Qaboos added. The two states 
agreed to establish foil diplomatic relations in 1983 after their 
feud triggered by South Yemen’s support in the 1970s for 
left-wing insurgents in Oman's southern Dhofar province. 


U.S. official holds talks in Khartoum 

KHARTOUM (AP) — U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs Kenneth Brown is in Khartoum for talks with 
Sudanese officials on -how the United States can help boost peace 
in war-torn southern Sudan and bring relief to its starving people. 
Brown met Saturday with Foreign Minister Hussein Abu Salih 
and reviewed with him the status of peace talks between the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and the government, as 
well as the role the United States can play in boosting peace and 
stability in the country, the official Sudan News Agency said. 
SUNA said Brown affirmed the United States' keenness to help 
Sudan overcome the current difficulties it faces in bringing relief 
to thousands of southerners who fled from their homes because of 
the ongoing fighting. It said Brown also express hope that the 
current peace efforts in Sudan would succeed. The present peace 
momentum 'started after one of the government's coalition party 
members, the Democratic Unionist Party, unilaterally signed a 
peace agreement with the SPLA Nov. 16. It is stalled after the 
government refused to officially endorse all its points, but said it 
was willing to convene all the waning parties in a constitutional 
peace conference Dec. 31 in Khartoum. A ministerial delegation 
which was scheduled to go to the Ethiopian capital. Addis Ababa, 
more than 10 days ago to relay this decision to the SPLA, still has 
not departed. 

Two SLA militiamen killed 

BEIRUT (AP) — Two militiamen of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) were killed Sunday following an attack 
against its radio station, the SLA reported. Islamic Resistance, a 
Lebanese resistance group claimed responsibility for the attack. It 
said its guerrillas infiltrated into Israel's self-designated “security 
zone” in South -Lebanon, and planted three: bombs around the 
premises of the SLA's Voice of Hope radio sration. “Then they 
fired two rockets at the radio station before returning safely to 
base,” said a spokesman for the group. A statement released 
earlier by Islamic Resistance said the guerrillas “blew up” the 
radio station, inflicting “heavy losses on the (pro-Israeli) agents.” 
The SLA, in its midday newscast over the Voice of Hope radio 
said the two militiamen were killed as they were defusing one of 
the bombs. It denied that the station had been damaged. The 
radio station is located in the town of Maijayoun. 


Sudan peace remains paper commitment 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuters 

KHARTOUM — One month af- 
ter a peace pact was signed to end 
civil war, rebels and government 
troops do business as usual . — 
battling each other in the bushes 
and treacherous swamps of south 
Sudan. 

The accord, reached Nov. 16, 
remains a commitment confined 
to paper. 

Politicians in Khartoum are 
still squabbling over the sincerity 
of rebels of the Sudan People’s 
liberation Army (SPLA) about 
peace, how the military feels ab- 
out the agreement and what 
should be done to implement it. 

Arab and Western diplomats in 
the Sudanese capital also criticise 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi's 
reluctance to risk his seven- 
month-old coalition by putting 
the' pact to cabinet and par- 
liamentary votes, an SPLA de- 
mand to bring the agreement into 
force. 

SPLA leader John Garang and 
Mohammad Osman Al Mirghani, 


who heads the co- ruling Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party (DUP), 
signed the pact in Addis Ababa. 

The accord proposes a cease- 
fire, the lifting of a state of 
emergency and a freeze on new 
Islamic laws before a constitu- 
tional conference to decide the 
country's future starts Dec. 31. 

If enforced, the agreement will 
end five years of war in south 
Sudan which, according to unoffi- 
cial estimates, ■ may have killed 
hundreds of thousands of people. 

The SPLA has fought since 
1983 in the south to end what it 
sees as the domination of the 
north. 

War and famine have forced 
more than half of the south’s 
estimated six million inhabitants 
, to flee their homes, seeking food 
and security elsewhere in Sudan 
or in neighbouring Ethiopia. 
Many thousands have died en 
route or on arrival. 

An end to the war would help 
ease the country’s economic cri- 
sis, enabling the government to 
cut defence spending, to tackle 
mounting work stoppages and to 


release some of its stretched re- 
sources to deal with what the 
diplomats said was an undeclared 
war in the western Darfur region. 

Troops and police have been 
battling aimed Chadian opposi- 
tion groups for months in Darfur. 
The armed men have consistently 
infiltrated Sudan from Libya on 
their way to strike at Chadian 
army positions, the diplomats 
said. 

Mahdi has welcomed the 
SPLA- DUP agreement but has 
avoided putting it to a vote de- 
spite repeated calls from leaders 
of the DUP and other political 
parties which support the pact. 

Hie prime minister has also 
maintained that the agreement 
was the result of efforts by a 
single party and should be dealt 
with accordingly. He has also 
emphasised the need to maintain , 
unity during the search for peace. 

The militant National Islamic 
Front (NIF) party, the third 
largest coalition -partner after 
Mahdi's U mm a Party and the 
DUP, strongly opposes the agree- 
ment. It threatens to quit the 


government if it is adopted and 
the new Islamic laws frozen. 

The diplomats said Mahdi de- 
railed the issue when he asked 
parliament Wednesday to vote on 
convening the constitutional con- 
ference Dec. 31 and give him a 
mandate to take the necessary- 
steps to do so. The SPLA de- 
mand is that governments and 
parliament approve the agree- 
ment. not just vote on whether to 
convene the conference. 

The parliamentary vote on the 
conference is due to be taken 
Monday but the diplomats said it 
might be weeks before this hap- 
pened. 

Parliament, elected in 1986 for 
a four-year term, has in recent 
months been virtually inactive 
because of a lack' of a quorum. 

Legislators complain that their 
role has been made marginal by 
political leaders and there have 
been calls for parliament's dismis- 
sal to make way for the constitu- 
tional conference. 

Mahdi said earlier this week 
there was still enough time to 
hold the conference if there was 
goodwill and seriousness. 
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CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Terraunta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Angfiean Church Tel. 625383, Tc>. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 


771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Teh 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605 
The Chuvch of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied bribe Department of 

Meteorology. 

The country is currently affected by 
a very cold mass, which led to rainfall 
in the various ports of the country 
Sunday. It is expected that the mass 
will continue to affect the country for 
the next two days. Therefore h will be 
cold, cloudy and rainy al times with 
chances for snow fall in the high hilly 
areas. Winds will be westerly strong, 
freshening n t times. In Aqaba, it wtfi 
be partly cloudy with a chance for 
scattered showers of rain. Winds will 
be southerly and seas wavy. 


MaxJmin. temp. 

Amman 7/3 

Jordan Valley 14 / 5 

Deserts .". 8/3 

Aqaba 17/8 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba-211. Humidity readings: 
Amman 44 per cent,' Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

MIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khaled Maadi 743500 

Dr. Abdul Oadcr Al Lda 896046 

Or. Walk! Al Masri 1-675485 

Dr. Issam Hawamdch 624830 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascraa pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


KB ID: 

Dr. Nabil Abu Al Ola (— ) 

AI Sharaa 1 pharmacy 985238 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Borini 

Khahfch pharmacy 


- i-J 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Directorate 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192, fell 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 198.891228 

Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

.Public Security Directorate 

656000/685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 897467 


Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas GUIs 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs- 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 77411! 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411.636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Ahpon 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J, Amn... 644281/6 
Akflch Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman '....636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 . 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 6672270 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 1 (09)983323 

Zarqa NatfonaTHospiul .. (09)991071 
Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

GRBDh 

Princess Basra? Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (Q2J272275 
Ibn Al Nates Hospital (02)247100 


Haya Hospital .... (03)31411 1 ‘ 


MARKET PRICES 

Upperflower price in Eh per Eg. 

Apple 500 / 400 

3S0/XW 


Banana (Mukammar) 300/250 

420 / 360 

£* bba * e - 130/100 

240/200 

Cauliflower 1 60/ 120 

Cticomben 300/-250 

p*— - ::::::: ,So/«o 

Rggpam (large) l.. 80/50 

Eggplant (small) 220 / 160 

”*■■■: 260/200 

' jra P«nnt l«W 120 

200 / 160- 

Marrow (large) 80 / .50 

Marrow (mam ... 140/100 

Orange (Freai} ....... 320/ 280 

Orange (Sbammouti) ; 320/260 

Orange (local) ... 220/160 

Onion (dry) — 2007160 

Pepper (tot) : 320/ 260. 

rapper (sweet) 320/260 

Potato— 260/200 

Spinach — . 130/100 

Mandarin 200/150 

-Tomatoes ... '260 / 200 . 




SO® 







NATIONAL MEWS IN BRIEF 


CABINET APPROVES ENVOY TO SOMALIA; Hie. Cabinet 
Sunday approved the appointment of Jordan’s ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia as Jordan’s non-resident ambassador to" Somalia and en- 
dorsed the appointment of Izzat Dajam as the honorary consul of 
Seychelles m Jordan. (Petra) 

-CABINET ENDORSES LOAN AGREEMENT: The Cabinet 


win giant JD SUS-ntpElon fox financing a number of projects. 
Cabmet also endorsed a JD 15 .5 milli on loan agreement with the 
Japanese government. The loan will be nsed for die irrigation 
projects in the Jordan Valley. (Petra) 

SPECIAL CONCERT: Nazik Hariri Special Education Centre 
Sunday held a special conceit to mark die end of the first semester. 
Tbe concert included artistic performances and dances by handicap- 
ped students from all centres for tbe handicapped. (Petra) 

HIGHER TOURISM COUNCIL TO MEET: The Higher Tour- 
ism Council hoick a meeting Monday to discuss a number of issues on 
its agenda and to draw up a comprehensive perception for developing 
tourism in Jordan. The council consists of minis ters of finance, 
health, planning, interior, culture and national heritage, industry and 
trade and tourism, in addition to the executive director of the Royal 
Jordanian, director general of tbe Social Security Corporation, 
presidents of Aqaba Region Authority, Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature and president of die Travel and Tourist 
Agents Association, and director general of the Jordan Express 
.Travel and Tourism. (Petra) 

SOVIET AIDE THANKS JORDAN: President of the Soviet Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Society voiced ^predation to the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society (JRCS) for its readiness to assist in tbe relief 
operations of the victims of tbe earthquake which has recently hit the 
Soviet Armenian Republic. In a cable to the president of the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society, tbe Soviet official thanked Jordan and said his 
society needed specific kinds of medicine which JRCS will be 
shipping soon. (Petra) 

SEWERAGE PROJECTS IN BALQA: The Water. Authority of 
Jordan carried out sewerage projects and water networks in Balqa 
Govemorate, worth JD 5,711,000 daring this year, inducting 140,000 
metres of sewerage network at a cost of ID 5,164,000. (Petra) 

JERASH PREPARES TO FIGHT LOCUSTS: Jerash district 
governor Sunday chaired a meeting held at Jerash chamber of 
commerce, during which he discussed with the department directors 
and village council chairman the necessary steps for fighting desert 
locusts in case they arrive in the district The meeting formed spedal 
committees for fighting locusts in the various mumdpafities^ (Petra) 

HASHISH TRAFFICKER JAILED: The military governor has 
endorsed die military court’s verdict, sentencing Nizar Mahmoud 
Issa to two years in prison and a fine of JD 500 after finding him 
guilty of trafficking hashish. (Petra) . 

LUFTHANSA GETS NEW CHIEF: Lufthansa has appointed Mr. 
Gero Von Goetz as new manager of its office in Amman succeeding 
Mr. Karim Joury to the post The airline’s Middle East Regional 
Director Gerd Meierboefer hosted a reception at the Royal 
Automobile Gub in Amman to welcome the new manager and bid 
farewell to Mr. Joury who. has worked for Lufthansa for 30 years. 
Joury was instrumental over tbe past three decades'in promoting 
tourism between Germany and Jordan, thus contributing to further 
cementing bilateral ties. Tourism Minister Zuhair Ajlouni was 
among the guests at tbe reception party. (J.T.) 

AMERICAN EXPERT IN AMMAN: Dr. Marina Tolmacheva, a 
member of tbe history department at Washington State University,, 
has arrived in Amman to serve as an international consultant to the 
Ministry of Agriculture. She will provide assistance on a research 
project currently being planned by a special committee of the 
Ministry of Agriculture in connection with the approaching 50th 
anniveisaiy of the ministry. Dr. Tolmacheva ’s expertise includes 
. historical pu b lications in international academic press and curriculum 
development 'nr die field of Middle East studies. (J.T.) 

SAUDI TEAM IN AMMAN': A Saudi delegation headed by Awqaf 
add Islamic Affairs Minister Abdul Wabab Abdul Wasi* Saturday 
arrives on a several ’day official visit to Jordan for talks with 
Jordanian officials on cooperation in the Islamic issues. (Petra) 

CELEBRATIONS IN KUWAIT: Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
takes part in the silver jubilee celebrations of the Kuwaiti Social and 
Cultural Association for Women, due to take place in Kuwait 
Monday. (Petra) 

FAST MAIL SERVICE TO HONG KONG: Director General of 
the Post and Postal Saving Corporation Ghazi Rifai said Sunday that 
the corporation will introduce the fast 'mail delivery service to Hong 
Kong, thus bringing to 24 the number of countries where this service 
is applied. (Petra) 

15M ECU LOAN: The Cabinet has approved two loan agreements, 
one for 15 million European Currency Units (ECU) to be granted to 
the Jordan Electricity Power Company, and another agreement for 1 
rnOtion ECU to finance the feasibility study of Al Wala and Nakbfia 
dams. (Petra) ■ 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 


.ft A plastic -art exhibition by right Jordanian artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation in which more than 69 pai n tings 
are on display. 

* An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery, 

☆ Tbe youth’s art exhibitkmvrfifch displays 101 paintings showing 
the different aspects of social fife in Jordan at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

■ft An exhibition of pottery and ceramics by Iraqi artist Naha Al ' 
Radi at Afia Gallery Hall. 

* An exhibition of His Majesty King Hussein’s photos marking 
his 53rd birthday betides exhibiting books showing develop- 
ment in the Kingdom under King Hussein, at Deir Abu Sa’id. 

☆ Jordanian fine arts exhibition at tbe Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ An exhibition displaying Weis’ (Ottto Wolfgang Schulze) 
photographic works at the Jordan University of Science and 
Tecbotogy. 

ft An exhibftfen on Lord Byroo, the Engfishpoet, surveying hk 
fife and work, at tbe British Conned. 

ft An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gantry. 

THEATRE 


ft Arabic play fin* chfldren entitled “Al JGnz” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre — 4:00 p-m. 

ft Children's play “Gingerbread Man” at tbe Royal .Ciitoral 
Centra — 7:00 pjra. ’ 

DIALOGUE 


fr A Woridnet dialogue with Dr. Fartmk Al Baz of -*ie Mas- 
sachusetts Institote of Technology, on tbe use sa t elli te 
technology to locate, groundwater resources, at tb American 
Centra — 5:06 p.m. - 

FUJI 


dr A French Sm entitteJ ^X’ Amiee Dert ' .enbad’ • t 

year to Marienbad) at tbe French €• — fcOOp. 


Xing receives 
credentials 

His Majesty King Hussein Sunday received the 
credentials of three new ambassadors to Jordan at 
a ceremony held at the Royal Court. The new 
ambassadors were Mohammad Jasem Ati of the 
United Arab Emirates, Mubarak Ibn Naser Al 
Knwwari of Qatar and Francesco de Curteo of 
Daly. The presentation ceremony was attended by 
Chief of th? Royal Court Marwan Al Qasem and 
Foreign Minister Taber Al Masri (Petra photos) 


Jordan marks Arab Police Day 



Jordan again appeals 
to world organisations 

to help drive off locusts 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — For the second time this 
month Jordan has issued an appeal to world 
organisations, the United Nations and friendly na- 
tions to provide assistance to help drive off and 
eliminate desert locusts which invaded the country 
from neighbouring regions. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Sun- 
day celebrated Arab Police Day 
with a ceremony held at tbe 
Traffic Department in Amman - 
where a number of former police 
officers and employees at a num- 
ber of government departments 
and die press were honoured for 
their services in helping the police 
carry out their duty. 

Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director Abdul Hadi Al 
Majati opened the ceremony with 
a speech in which he referred to 
the essential role played by police 


forces in the Arab World to 
ensure stability and security for 
the Arab community. 

Another speaker was Moham- 
mad Dabbas, president of the 
Jordan Society for the Prevention 
of Road Accidents, who said 
security for citizens was a major 
factor for stability and progress. 

Dabbas paid tribute to the 
police forces of the Arab World 
whose efforts, be said, "‘should be 
backed by all sectors of the 
public.” 

Another speaker at the cere- 


mony was Mrs. Haifaa Al Bashir, 
a member of the national com- 
mittee, who voiced the commit- 
tee’s support for the Public Secur- 
ity Department's comprehensive 
security system and thanked PSD 
efforts to involve women in the 
national security effort. 

Majali later distributed awards 
to those honoured on the occa- 
sion. and also to a number of 
police officers in recognition of 
their strenuous efforts that led to 
the discovery of robberies and a 
number of murders in Jordan. 


Agriculture Minister Marwan 
Hmoud made the appeal Sunday 
at a meeting with representatives 
of foreign embassies, the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) and the 
West German Development 
Agency, the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
and the Islamic Bank. 

Hmoud said Jordan was in- 
vaded by tbe locusts Wednesday 
and swarms of the pests now 
cover areas in the Sahb Al Asmar 
region 150 kilometres away from 
Al Jafer in south east Jordan, and 
that 20 ground teams, assisted by 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, the 
Badia Border Forces and the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force, are 
now involved in the fight against 
locusts. 

Air surveillance and spraying is 
continuing in the affected re- 
gions, but the ministry is in need 


of more equipment and pesticides 
to combat the dangerous insects, 
Hmoud told the envoys at the 
meeting. 

The minister appealed for in- 
ternational assistance since, he 
said, the area will be exposed to 
locust invasions over the coming 
four years, in accordance with 
FAO estimates. 

The minister briefed the meet- 
ing on Jordan's measures to deal 
with the situation but, he said, 
the ground teams face shortages 
of equipment and pesticides, and 
Jordan has only one aircraft prop- 
erly equipped for the task. 

Hmoud announced that the 
Ministry of Agriculture will now 
establish a specialised depart- 
ment to take charge of the fight 
against locusts and to coordinate 
its operations with the other con- 
cerned departments. 

On Dec. 11. Hmoud issued an 


appeal to world organisations and 
friendly nations to help Jordan in 
fighting off the locusts. 

The minister said then that 
more than 52 million were 
needed to cover the cost of equip- 
ment 3nd pesticides, and that his 
ministry was providing only 
$842,000 and hopes to getlhe rest 
from other organisations. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday made an 
inspection tour of the affected 
areas and closely watched ground 
and air operations to eliminate 
the pest. 

Ministry officials announced 
Saturday, that a consignment of 
two tonnes of pesticides has ar- 
rived here as a gift from Kuwait 
to help in the operations. 

Central and regional opera- 
tions rooms have been set up and 
coordination was continuing 
among various concerned parties. 

In a later development, the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
announced Sunday that it re- 
ceived a $50,000 gram from FAO 
to help it purchase pesticides to 
fight off the locusts. 

The announcement was made 
bv Hmoud who said that the 
donation came through FAO’s 
representative in Amman Abdul 
Hamid Al Kayed. 



w ■ Abdul Hadi Al Majali Sunday presents an award to a citizen in recognition of 

her services to the PSD (Petra photo) 

More relief aid, equipment 
and specialists fly to Sudan 



Minister of Agriculture Marwan Hmoud Sunday discuss more aid to fight the locust swarms (Photo 
meets representatives of world organisations to by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Meeting urges proper guidance, 
supervision in vocational training 


AMMAN (Petra,. J.T.) — A 
plane load of relief supplies and 
medical equipment including an 
integrated unit to help carry out 
’ open heart surgery left Amman 
Sunday for Sudan as a gift from 
His Royal Highness Crown 
‘Prince Hassan to the Sudanese 
Military Medical Services. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
saw off a team of physicians and 
specialists who travelled aboard 
the craft. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the team represented the 
18th Jordanian medical mission 
comprising of nine doctors and, 
five technicians and male nurses 
with medical and surgical equip- 
ment. 

The team wifi install medical 
equipment and work at the Kass 
Hospital, which has been under 
the supervision of successive- 
•Jordanian medical teams over the 
past three years. 

Jordan, Petra said, regularly 


sen/ds teams to work at the Kass 
Hospital on two-month shifts. 

On board tbe same plane went 
a Jordanian relief team which will 
travel to Karimeh in the northern 
regions of Sudan. Petra said that 
the team, supplied with equip- 
ment, was set up by the Ministry 
of Health in cooperation with the 
National Committee for Solidar- 
ity with the Sudanese People and 
the Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA). 

The team groups doctors, 
surgeons and specialists from the 
JMA and the Ministry of Health 
to help Sudan combat the spread 
of malaria. 

According to Petra, the team is 
carrying various medical equip- 
ment and a large shipment of 
medicine and drugs to fight 
bilhaizia. 

Dr. Abdul Salam Al Abbadi, 
who serves as rapporteur for the 
committee and. representatives of. 
tbe Ministry of Health and the 
JMA, were present at the airport 


to bid farewell to the mission. 

Jordan has sent tonnes of relief 
and medical supplies and equip- 
ment to Sudan which had been 
exposed to drought and famine, 
to assist in relieving the victims 
and provide medical care. 

Jordanian miss ions have been 
constantly sent to the stricken 
nation since a visit to the affected 
regions by Crown Prince Hassan 
who ordered the organisation of 
the relief operations. 

Youth team leaves for Sudan 

According to Petra, another 
team representing the Amman- 
based Arab Youth Forum left for 
Sudan Sunday to discuss the 
question of organising an Arab 
youth meeting in February 1989.' 

The meeting aims to set up a 
pan-Arab youth camp in Sudan to 
help offer voluntary assistance to 
areas affected by drought and 
famin e especially in the areas of 
maintenance and fanning. 


Mubarak, Arafat hold talks 1 survivors pray 


(Continued from page 1) 

that the uprising in die Israeli-occu- 
pied territories and attacks on milit- 
ary targets will not be abandoned as a 
pnee for tbe dialogue with the U.S. 

"(President Ronald) Reagan may 
stop his government’s dialogue with 
the PLO now if be thinks be will be 
able to stop our attacks against Israeli 
militar y targets,” said Salah Khalaf, 
second in command to Arafat in 
Fateh. 

"Arafat's denunciation of terrorism 
jn Geneva did not include military 
attacks a gains t Israel;., neither the 
military «ttarh oor die intifada will 
stop," Khalaf said. 

"Our straggle will continue until 
we raise tbe Palestinian flag over 
Jerusalem," he addiv f 

He made these ternaries at a local 
rally Saturday night and during a 
news con fe rence Sunday. 

During die rally Khalaf expressed 
concern the Up d States "might 
play the game . (demanding) con- 
tinuous oonce? .ms,” with the PLO. 

At die pies conference he 'stressed 
that “we an eager to continue the 
dialogue on the condition that the 
United Sou {does sot plot to disrobe 
the PLO. by asking for erne flee 
concession alter the other. 

“The Palestinian leadership has 
already offered the maximum plat- 
form and any more offers would 
Hwfanw T the Palestinian national run- 


in Tunis, another top PLO official 
accused the U.S. government of 
ambiguity in its Middle East policy 
and urged Washington to work with 
the Soviet Union to bring about an 
international peace conference. 

Khatid Al Hassan, a senior adviser 
to Arafat, said he hopes the Bush 
administration would formulate a 
clear policy that will lead to an 
international conference. 

“1 don’t understand tbe policy of 
the U.S. government. Unfortunately 
they adopt - a double-standard of 
thinking and Kiting ," said Hassan. 

"The U.5. government needs a- lot 
of work to prore its credibility. I hope 
Bush wiD do that” 

Soviet welcome 

The Soviet Union has welcomed 
the U.S. -PLO contacts, saying they 
offer a possible breakthrough for 
peace in die Middle East. 

A Foreign Ministry statement de- 
scribed Ragan’s declared willingness 
to talk to the PLO' as "a positive 
step." 

“A substantially new situation is 
takum shape.- It opens up the possibil- 
ity ofa real breakthrough in the caus 
of settling the Middle East convict 
and convening an international Mid- 
dle East peace conference to help 
achieve this,” it said. 

The- statement urged Israel to reas- 
.sess its attitude and ‘hroon abandon-' 


ty, Much along with the intifada are 
our only we a pons." 


in, .tereotypes to take the path of 
a pint search for constructive solu- 


(Con tinned from page 1 ) 

virtually flattened by the quake, 
the main hospital returned to 
work with its full complement of 
doctors, the official news agency' 
TASS said. Many medical work- 
ers in Spitak died in the disaster. 

Young Armenian men, stu- 
dents and school pupils cleared 
rubble as authorities pressed on 
with the evacuation, of women 
and children threatened by dis- 
ease and cold. At least 40,000 
people have been transported out 
of the region. 

French relief workers and their 
dogs arrived back in Paris Sunday 
after digging out 13 people from 
Lenin akan and Spitak. 

An official of tbe League of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, George Reid, urged 
foreign relief groups Saturday to 
stop sending workers and equip- 
ment to Armenia, saying large 
vehicles were dogging roads in 
areas near the Turkish border. 

Soviet Red Cross officials have 
said they need specialised items 
such as artificial kidney machines 
.rather than more foreign doctors. 
But Reid said relief workers were 
being overwhelmed by 
planeloads of medical equipment. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day 
symposium in guidance and su- 
pervision of vocational training in 
the Arab World opened here 
Sunday, with delegates hearing 
appeals for stepped up efforts to 
link training and education to the 
actual needs of the Arab com- 
munity. 

“Lack of proper guidance in 
vocational training in Arab coun- 
tries has led to tbe creation of 
unemployment problems in the 
Arab region,” according to Dr. 
Abdullah Barbitaneh, who repre- 
sented the Amman-based region- 
al office of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO) at 
the opening session. 

Barbitaneh underlined the im- 
portance of new methods to deal 
with unemployment and other 
labour-related problems since, 
be said, traditional methods 
“proved to be a failure.” 

The meetings were opened by 
Dr. Izzat Jaradat who is director 
of planning, development and 
educational research at tbe Minis- 
try of Education, which organised 
the meeting in cooperation with 

UNESCO. 

“The Ministry of Education has 
laid down a comprehensive plan 


Bilbeisi 
returns 
from Cairo 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation headed by Mu'taz Bil-. 
beisi, secretary general of the 
Water Authority of Jordan Sun- 
day returned borne after taking 
part in -an international confer- 
ence on the purification of waste- 
water, which was concluded in 
Cairo Saturday. 

The Jordanian delegation pre- 
sented four working papers on 
the Jordanian experience in this 
field, including a {dot project on 
the recycling of purified waste- 
water. 

Bilbeisi said in an arrival state- 
ment that he discussed with 
Egyptian minister of agriculture 
and irrigation and other officials 
scopes of cooperation in tbe field 
of irrigation,. 


for developing the nation’s edu- 
cational system between 1988 and 
1998 in implementation of resolu- 
tions adopted by the first national 
educational conference held here 
last year,” Jaradat told the meet- 
ing, attended by delegates from 
four Arab states. 

Last year’s conference, he said, 
laid stress to the importance of 
guidance and supervision in voca- 
tional training especially in the 
compulsory and secondary educa- 


tion stages. 

Delegates from Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Iraq, in addition to the Arab 
League Educational, Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation (ALEC- 
SO), will review working papers 
dealing with guidance and super- 
vision of vocational training in 
the Arab World, and will look 
into means of updating the skill 
and performance of instructors of 
various trades. 


Committee for combatting 
crime to meet next June 


AMMAN (Petra) — The higher 
committee for combatting crime 
announced Saturday that a spe- 
cialised symposium on the fight 
against crime and the criminals 
would be held in June 1989 and 
that a spedal committee has been 
forced to prepare the ground for 
that meeting. 

The announcement was made 
following a Committee meeting at 
tbe Public Security Department 
(PSD) where its members en- 
dorsed the topics and delibera-' 


tions debated at last August's 
meeting. 

The committee, meeting under 
the chairmanship of PSD Direc- 
tor General Abdul Hadi Al Ma- 
jali, approved of the general 
strategy and bylaws governing its 
operations and endorsed prog- 
rammes and responsibilities of 
the subcommittees. 

On the committee are promin- 
ent public figures offering volun- 
tary service in the fight against 
crime, in support of PSD opera- 
tions. 
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Beware of sabotage 


THERE is a genuine fear among Palestinians, including the 
PLO leadership, that Israel is determined to escalate its iron 
fLst policy in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and to increase 
the number of Palestinian casualties there in order to force 
the Palestinian people to respond by the use of weapons. The 
aim of course would be to derail the on-going dialogue 
between the U.S. and the PLO by pleading the false 
argument that the PLO has not matched its verbal rejection 
of terrorism by deeds. 

There is a limit to any people's patience and self-control. 
As Rabin and Eke-minded Israeli leaders persist in their 
policies to deliberately posh the Palestinian patience to the 
brink of despair and beyond the limit of normal human 
endurance, there wffl come a time when the Palestinian 
self-control in the face of Israel's deliberate escalation of its 
policies (o suppress the intifada will be exhausted. 

The U.S. is called upon to take notice of the Israeli tactics 
and start asking of Israel what it has been asking the 
Palestinian side all along to do. One would presume that it 
has already dawned on Washington that Tel Aviv is bent on 
sabotaging the American-Palestinian talks even at their 
embryonic phase with a view to precluding their develop- 
ment and subsequent fruition. The murdering of seven 
Palestinians in the last 48 hours by Israeli occupation forces, 
acting upon the dear instructions of General Rabin, is the 
proper occasion for the l).S. to make their voices heard 
a gainst this kind of Israeli atrocities. Israel must be 
reminded by Washington that self-defence is a phenomenon 
well established in the civilised world and that the Palesti- 
nians may not be denied such a right forever for fear that its 
cxerase might be confused with terrorism. If Israel is 
determined to transform the intifada into an armed 
rebeffiou it will have to blame no one bat itself for any such 
deterioration of the situation. Should this be the case, Israel 
most be served with notice before hand that it will have to 
bear responsibility for any such deterioration and no friend 
or ally of Israel would come to its rescue by calling the 
exercise of self-defence by the Palestinian an act of 
terrorism. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE new round of meetings in Baghdad bv the ioint Jordanian- 
Iraqi Higher Committee constituted the topic for Al Ra'I Arabic 
daily on Sunday. It -said that the meetings come at a time when 
numerous positive elements in the collective Arab stand and 
action are emerging, and when the Jordanian and Iraqi leadership 
are concerting efforts to bolster the Arab Nation's stance at the 
international level. The meetings come in the wake of a new 
phase of major and positive developments in the Palestinian issue, 
and follow an end to the Gulf conflict and the clear orientation 
towards peace in both areas, the paper noted. The talks 
demonstrate the two countries determination to bolster further 
their bilateral cooperation as a means of enhancing pan-Arab 
solidarity, the paper continued. It said that Jordan which had 
supported Iraq in its drive to repel aggression, is maintaining its 
efforts in the process of development, seeking more and greater 
degrees of economic, industrial and agricultural cooperation with 
its sister Arab states in a manner that would ensure a solid front in 
the face of any future challenges. 


Writing in Al Ra'i Arabic daily, columnist Abdul Rahim Oumr 
calls on the United Nations to intervene and help put an end to 
Israel’s atrocities in the occupied territories. The writer notes that 
the recent United Nations derision to adopt the name of Palestine 
instead of the PLO has no doubt alarmed the Israelis who found 
'vent for their anger in the massacring of Palestinian citizens in 


Nablus and in taking vengeance on the innocent population else- 
where. The’ atrocities committed in Nablus over the past three 


where. The atrocities committed m Nablus over the past three 
days, he adds, were so ugly that they prompted moderate elements 
in Israel itself to raise their voices- in protest, demanding that 
investigation into the killings be held. The U.N. decision, coming 
in the wake of Washington's announcement that it will open a 
dialogue with- the PLO, has no doubt inflamed the Palestinian 
people’s patriotism, the writer points out, and says that the 
Nablus events came os a manifestation of this great zeal on (he 
part of the oppressed people and of barbarism on the part of the 
occupation forces. The United Nations, he concludes, should not 
leave the civilian population under the mercy of the criminals, and 
ought to intervene and put an end to this repression. 


Al Dusfour daily wrote on Israel’s hideous crimes committed 
against the people of Nablus in the wake of favourable develop- 
ments for the Palestinian cause in the international arena. The 
Israelis went hysterical and committed their crimes against die 
innocent civilians in Nablus, thus taking revenge for the world 
community's derision to back the rights of the Palestinian people 
in their own homeland, the paper noted. The only Israeli reply to 
such favourable development was an escalation of repression 
against the Arab people of Palestine, and further killings and 
more bloodshed, the paper added. It said that Israel, appalled at 
the idea of a U.S. -Palestinian dialogue, is now seeking ail pretexts 
for committing crimes and stepping up their repression in 
Palestine. The paper called on the world community which 
backed the Palestinians to exert pressure on the Zionist leaders to 
stop their atrocities and listen to reason. 


Sawt Al Sbaab daily also tackled the same subject noting that 
Israel is now facing total isolation from the rest of the world 
community following Washington's decision to open a dialogue 
with the PLO. The American derision. the paper said, has backed 
the world community’s support for me Palestinians and their 
legitimate rights, but has at the same time leashed Israel's wrath 
on the Palestinian people, the paper noted. It said that the past 
week's massacres in Nablus committed by the Zionists proves to 
the whole world that the Zionist state is totally oriented against 
peace. 


By Waleed Sadi 


Palestinian peace off ensive panics Israel 


THE international community may have heard the last word from 
Shamir, Sharon and like-minded Israelis on PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s historic speech to the United Nations General 
Assembly in Geneva last Tuesday and the subsequent derision of 
the U.S. to engage the PLO in a dialogue, but iT certainly did not 
receive yet the final verdict of the Israeli body politic on last 
week's historic peace overtures from the Palestine side. 

There is no doubt that the Israeli political psyche was 
ill-prepared to hear (he kind of words that the PLO leadership has 
been uttering in the past few weeks, especially in the wake of the 
Palestine National Council's Algiers meeting in November when 
the Palestinian side made the boldest ever gesture for peace 
between the. Palestinians and the Israelis. The Israeli leadership 
has been betting all along that the Palestinian side would never 
dare accept the Israeli- American terms for peace in the Middle 
East, namely, the unequivocal acceptance of United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, acceptance of Israel's 
right to exist and renouncing terrorism in alt its forms. The Israeli 
overall strategy in the Middle East has been predicated on the 
proposition that the* Arab side would never reconcile itself with 
such difficult “conditions" and accordingly Israel would be able to 
perpetuate its occupation of the Arab territories ad infinitum and 
consolidate its grip on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Part of this 


Israeli strategy was hinged on the premise that Israeli military 
might and the enjoyment of military- superiority over the Arab 
armies would continue for decades. The deployment of nuclear 
weapons and sophisticated delivery systems were meant to/nsure ■ 
Israeli military and technological superiority over the Arabs for 
one or two generations at least. 

Thus the recent allout peace assault by the Arab side threatens, 
the Israelis fear, to accomplish' for the Arab side what their 
military posture has failed to do till now. That is essentially what 
caused the biggest shock to the established Israeli strategy and has 
left the Israeli political forces in disarray. This shock treatment 
dealt to the Israelis by the Arab side has yet to run its course. In 
due course it is bound to undermine the basic tenets of Israeli 
perspectives towards the Arab side including the Palestinian 
dimension of it and when it does finally soak in properly and fully 
into the Israeli psyche, one would expect the ushering of an 
entirely, new environment in the Middle East where the Arab 
transformation of attitudes would be matched by an Israeli 
metaphrasing of its fossilised state of mind surd the removal of 
rhe hist psychological barrier to durable and just peace between 
Arabs and Israelis. _ ... 

There are already voices within Israel, albeit faint and 
scattered, which call for a genuine dialogue with die Arab side 


Pluralism vs. particularism 


The following are mayor excerpts 
of an address by ills Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan made 
to the fifth Muslim consultation 
on peace and justice held in 
( 7i3fflfv»y. Switzerland, between 
Dec. 12-15. WSS. 


WE have been effective in pur- 
suing “altruism nurtured by a 
sense of mental interest and rec- 
ognition of human dignity and 
worth." We have, in effect, advo- 
cated pluralism and avoided par- 
ticularism. As a Hashemite de- 
scendant of the leader of the 
Arab renaissance movement 1 
firmly believe in the concept of an 
Arab national melting pot. With- 
in this concept there arc no 
.Christian Arabs or Arabic-speak- 
ing Christians but Arabs who 
are Christian. Correspondingly, 
there are Arabs who are believers 
in the Muslim faith and. in ideal 
circumstances, there are also* 
Arabs who are believers in the 
Jewish faith.. 

I make these remarks not to 
provoke or to assuage, hut out of 
a deep sense and concern (hat of 
the many factors that underlie 
our divisions the most worrisome 
is our identity crisis. In the words 
of Benjamin Kcdar "... when a 
writer seriously posits a 'irons- 
historical relationship’ between 
the offer of ordeal supposedly 
made by Francis of Asslssi to the 
Muslims near Dumictta, and that 
of our Prophet Mohammad to the 
Christians of Nadjran. one can 
only shrug one's shoulders. When 
another historian characterises 
the views of the Summa I lalcnsis 
on Jews and pagans as 'a stray 
streak of medieval Christian 
theology 'of which one ought to be 
deeply ashamed ■ i today’ . . . the 
cards are on the table, the reader 
knows exactly where the author 
stands, and no misunderstanding 
can arise." 

Or can it? Of the New Testa- 
ment injunctions deploring vio- 
lence we learn: “He who shall 
take up the sword, will perish by 
it." We avoid the discussion of 
hot issues because we fear, and 
justifiably so. that wc shall ex- 
acerbate still further our turbu- 
lent history with present day alti- 
tudes and emotions. We there- 
fore prefer the moral high-ground 
to the violence and constituencies 
who expect us to act and react 
within certain constraints. 

Franklin Roosevelt staled that 
the “motto of war is: let the 
strong survive, let the weak die." 
The motto of peace is: “let the 
strong help the weak to survive." 
Though the former president was 
speaking of nations, in our .identi- 
ty crisis I do not know how each 
one of us would identify him or 
heisclf as of the strong nr of the 
weak. Is our ability to contribute 
thought irrevocably bound up in 
political rhetoric tenet when 
speaking of peace with justice 
that we fail to hazard a definition 
of the psychological context of 
the peace we seek? Where Is our 
peace of mind? And more signifi- 
cantly, how will future genera- ' 
lions vindicate our absence of 
will? 


can be made patl-of a ‘compre- 
hensive settlement to the Anib- 
Israeli conflict. The fact is, 
however, that delay makes the 
problem of Jerusalem more com- 
plex and harder to solve. ’liio 
United Nations and other inter- 
national councils have missed a 
number of opport uni lies to re- 
solve fhc problem of the stains or 
Jerusalem, as its resolution would 
have precipitated a sell lenient of 
the Palestine question. 'Hie lon- 
ger the problem Is deferred the 
more difficult it becomes to solve. 
Sally and W. Thomas Mallison 
put it thus: “The wasted years of 
good intentions, including Gener- 
al Assembly and Security Council 


of the Holy City is an awesome 
responsibility, (lie fulfilment of 
which would find difficulty to 
survive close scrutiny under any 
historical tenure. It is not a ques- 
tion of “right against wrong" but 
one of “right against right." 

My study on Jerusalem of 
October 1979 took n first step 
towards clarification of the back- 
ground on questions of sovereign- 
ty. ns well as municipal rights and 
control of ‘the I loly Places. It is 
the ho|K* of those associated with 
this initiative that objectivity 
should he maintained through- 
out. I have home in mind “that 
Truth often suffers more by the 
heat of its defenders, than from 


Jerusalem controversy can be 
content with the rehearsal of past 
grievances and current legal 
claims to territorial sovereignty. 
Solution by resort to armed con- 
flict has shown that military suc- 
cess produces, for llie victor, in- 
security and a mounting climate 
of hostile reaction from the com- 
munity of Stales. The overriding 
needs inherent in international 
interdependency may achieve- 
more for the peace and well- 
being of the Middle East Mian the 
contesting claims of State 
-sovereignly, the recital of grie- 
vances and the obdurate, pre- 
servation of the sad realities of 
today. 


“There are also the religious fun- 
damentalists who argue that their view is 
the only view, their path the only path, 
their faith the best faith, who seek to 
convert rather than to collaborate, who 
have no desire for understanding and 
shared experiences, but merely want us all 
to be the same, or otherwise we cannot be 
part of the full human rjac&.V '7. .. ‘ .v;;; 


In the spirit of the Independent 
Commission on International 
Humanitarian Issues, which I 
have had the honour it* co-chair. 
I wish to end with this closing 
remark: The task of building a 
consensus around an ethic of .hu- 


ll! defining the straggle against 
apartheid a contemporary writer 
has stated: “Along with the cam- 
paigns for justice and peace, 
along with the political and reli- 
gious messages sent to the rulers 
and governors of the land, there 
is another task — that of over- 
coming barriers which have 
grown up as a result of the politic- 
al system of apartheid imposed 
upon the people.” 

There are also the religious 
fundamentalists who argue that 
their view is the only view, their 
path the only path, their faith the 
best faith, who seek to convert 
rather than to collaborate, who 
have no desire for understanding 
and shared experiences, but 
merely want us all to be the same, 
or otherwise we cannot be part of 
the full human race. 

The status of Jerusalem, a topic 
which has been discussed in this 
colloquy, has been regarded as so 
intractable that its resolution 
should not be addressed until it 


resolutions bused upon sound and 
just promises but without en- 
forcement . cannot be retrieved.” 

A fresh approach to the prob- 
lem of Jerusalem Is interminably 
linked wiih the religious claims 
and counter-claims of the adhe- 
rents of the three monotheistic 
religions of the I loly Land.- Jeru- 
salem is. of course, equally sacred 
to the followers of the three 
faiths: Judaism. Christianity and 
Islam. To the Jews. Jerusalem 
provides a source of their collec- 
tive identity. It is the place in 
which Abraham prepared to sac- 
rifice his son Isaac, where David 
and Solomon set their domain, 
and where the first temple stands. 
To the Christians it is the city in 
which Jesus proselytized and suf- 
fered death tin the cross, where 
he was buried, and where he rose 
again. To the Muslims it Is (he 
place where the Prophet Moham- 
mad rode out from one night into ' 
I leaven. 1 lence. the Dome of the 
Rock was erected on the spot. 
Jerusalem also served as the first 
Oibla to which Muslims turned 
for prayers before the Kuuha in 
Mecca. 

As His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II stated before the College 
of Cardinals in October 1987: 
“Jerusalem is the city whose des- 
tinies are mysterious and unique, 
in which there is a convergence of 
a pluralism and historical and 
religious rights, and a solution 
touching Jerusalem must take 
account of the exigencies of the 
special character of the city, uni- 
que in all the world, and of the 
rights and legitimate aspirations 
of those belonging .to the three 
monotheistic religions of the 
Holy Land." 

The once inescapable fact ab- 
out Jerusalem is that despite 
different doctrines and historical 
perspective of each faith they all 
accord it a religious significance 
peculiar to each of the three 
faiths. The authenticity and the 
legitimacy of the various 
claimants, notwithstanding their 
claims, are at one in one unique 
respect, they all respect the 
claims of others. As Sally and 
Thomas Mallison expressed it: 
“In this fundamental sense the 
religious -claims are shared.” 
Acknowledgement of the reli- 
gious claims does not entail poli- 
tical control or impinge on the 
question of sovereignty. The de- 
mand for religious rights may 
property seek and receive recog- 
nition and protection from the 
law which is applied in the Holy 
City, but political control and 
sovereignty cannot be decided on 
the basis of religious claims. His- 
tory may assist in- understanding 
the genesis and the complexity of 
these claims but it cannot deter- 
mine the national identity of the 
city. I would be the first to 
recognise that the custodianship 


the arguments of its opponent. 

Perhaps the lime has come and 
gone when the parties to the 


One family’s struggle 
shows why the 
intifada burns on 


By Scott MacLeod and Jamil 
Hamad 


DECEMBER I9S7 to December 
I9SS, a heavy toll: MS Palesti- 
nians killed by Israeli soldiers, 
eleven Israelis dead, more than 
7.IXX) Palestinians injured, 15,000 
arrested. 12,1X10 jailed and M 
deponed. 

For the cause, the sons of 
Palestine are ready to die. That 
simple hut powerful fact keeps 
the intifada going strong a year 
after it erupted in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Khaled Tbeilah, 14, who 
worked in a candy factory to help 
feed his family when he was not 
throwing stones at Israeli patrols, 
became one of the most recent 
Palestinian martyrs on Oct. 18, 
when a plastic bullet fired by an 
Israeli soldier in the West Bank 
city of Nablus killed him. His 
parents and nine siblings are 
grieving but are no less deter- 
mined to fight on against Israel’s 
occupation of their land. 


given the frequent general strikes 
called by intifada leaders, he de- 
rided to quit his job in Israel. The 
$130 a month he now earns as a 
guard at a religious school is not 
nearly enough to provide even 
modest comfort. “Financially,” 
says Abu A!i, as he is called, “I 
am tired.” 


The father 


Abdul Wahhab Tbeilah, 58, is 
a generation removed from the 
young men who started the re- 


in some ways, he wishes he 
oould turn back the dock to 
before last December, but he has 
accepted the violent politicisation 
of his life through a combination 
of religious faith and nationalism. 
Despite his grief, he speaks with 
pride of Khaled's martyrdom. 
“Our contribution - to the intifa- 
da.” he says, “has moved the 
Palestinian cause forward.” 



including the Palestinian side and the beginning of negotiations 
(hat would lead to Israeli withdrawal from all the Arab territories. 
By and large such voices are silent and ineffectual at the moment. 
Such forces arc projected to multiply as they continue to mobilise 
additional segments of the Israeli body politic that remained 
sceptic thus far on the probabilities of peace in the Middle ban. 
In this context it is indeed unfortunate that the Palestinian leap 
forward for peace did not occur on the eve of the Israeli national 
elections last months. By any account, have they occurred earner 
the Palestinian peace overtures were bound to have affected the 
outcome of the Israeli elections in the direction of peace. Now the 
whole world must wait for the next Israeli. election to gauge fully 
the impact of the Arab peace offers on the Israeli voters. Judging 
by -the looks of it, it would not he long before the Israelis would 
have their next national election. Whether they will now have a 
broadly based Likud-Labour government or a limited Likud-right 
wing parties government, it is destined to collapse in a relatively 
short time. The .Israelis have before them now an entirely new ball 
game and they would insist on having an opportunity to record 
their judgment on it by ballot. Till that time arrives, (he 
international community including the Arab World must hold 
their final word on the Israeli reaction to the latest Arab peace 
overtures. 


OPEN FORUM 


Stone-throwers triumph 


MANY of us did not realise the importance of American decisions 

in regard to the Palestine problem untE we saw our reactions to the 

outgoing VJi. Secretary of State George Shultz's announcement 
that the VJi. will hold direct dialogue with the Palestine UbcrarioU 
Organisation (Pt.O). 


We Eternity jumped with Joy, laughed ( and this time with, 
happiness), telephoned friends in the earliest hoars of. the morning 
to be the first to break the good news, and even made future plans 
in a land that has become a dream for nprst of us. 


I raise my bat to the long-awaited and wise decision taken try 
those in the White House. The UJi. *s realisation that the PI A) »' 
the sole representative of the Palestinians certainty came as a 
surprise to many people after America's long, continuous, 
stubborn and blind support of Israeli desires. 


man solidarity is a long-term j 
proposition. The key is to engage 
individuals in collective action at 
all levels: to bring the needy to 
see themselves as individuals 
- • « whose primary purpose is self-. 

• a;.* sufficiency: iind to bring to. I hose 
■ - 17. tin a position to help, the under-, 
s." ‘ standing that true sc If- realisation 
ind involves the alleviation of other's 
ihc suffering. 


Alter Ihe American refusal to grant Chairman Arafat a visa to 
address the U.N. General Assembly , and after the shunning of 
Palestinian rights alter PIA7 concessions to American conditions, 
people lost hope for any rial and just peace in the region. We 
simply thought the V.S. was not interested in trying to solve the | 
Palestinian problem, knowing that the U.S. — as a permanent 

member of the Security Council and as a superpower and ally oT j 

Israel — would block any just peace process. 


Alter all the American decisions made concerning die Arah- 
IsraeU conflict during the Reagan administration era. people here 
could not expect such a positive decision to erupt so suddenly. To 
the majority of Palestinians and Arabs, the announcement came as 
a very happy surprise. Hope fpr convenient peace for Palestinians 
and : Arabs aEke abo erupted as fast as the American announce- 
meat. : 


But, as expected, the Israelis were more furious than ever. Five 
people killed and 20 injured in one day and in one city. Nablus, is 
only one price paid, as usual by Palestinians. And now that the 
Americans bare showed positive rigns, we can only hope lhat they 
continue to do so by pressuring Shamir, Rabin and the rest of the 
Israelis to show some form of human qualities towards the 
Palestinian uprising — an uprising that will obviously continue 
until the people Eve tree ty on their sod. 


I raise my bat to aB those who have helped the Palestinian cause 

hi the past year, because certainly no one has provided a fraction of 

such support in the last 40 years. 


But most of aB! raise my hat to the people, and especially to the 
children of Palestine who have made H possible for the leaders of 
the world to realise that there must be an end to their suffering 
under Israeli occupation. 


volt, and did not tiling* like them 
when the uprising erupted. His 
political sensibilities, like those of 
other older men in Nablus, had 
•dulled after 21 years of occupa- 
tion. An auto mechanic, he work- 
-ed hard to keep his large family in 
their 400- year-old two- room 


Let's face iL With tbeir stones, these kids were heard an over the 
world. If it weren't for their courageous outcry, life would goon as 
usual outride the occupied territories, as if there was no foreign 
occupation , no major conflict, no rights for Palestinians to Eve 
peacefully on their land. 


Sana Aliyeh 


ancestral home in the Casbah of ! 
Nablus. He lived for his children, 
hoping they would be educated 
enough someday to become doc- 
tors and teachers. Then politics 
intruded into his quiet life and. 


The mother 


Fiyal, 41, betrays the strain of 
trying to run a home during a 
year of anguish. She still oversees 
her large household with a firm 
hand, although providing the dai- 
ly necessities is no longer a simple 
task. She has drawn up a strin- 
gent budget that 'allocates her 
husband's paycheck entirely for 
groceries and the children's 
clothes and medicine. Amid shor- 
tages and strikes, the simple act 
of buying food has turned into a 
time-consuming, frustrating 
chore. Meat is rarely served at 
her table; even chicken or frozen 
‘fish appears no more than once a 
week. 

Much of the time Fiyal is terri- 
fied that Israeli soldiers will break 
into -the apartment and take her 
men away for interrogation. Re- 
membering such night-time inci- 
dents, she blinks back tears. “1 
start bleeding inside when I see 
my husband humiliated and 
my sons beaten.'* Yet she does 
not attempt to dissuade her sons 
from active involvement in the 
uprising. Opening a photo album, 
she stares at the face of the 
Khaled she remembers as a “very, 
quiet boy, obedient and very 
sensitive.” In the next breath she 
proudly praises him as a “Palesti- 
nian nationalist." 


Palestinian schools as collective 
punishment for the intifada. Her 
mother keeps her inside the 
house for safety and to help with- 
housework. a 

Rana dislikes politics; she 
wants to be a writer "to convey 
the pains and hopes of human 
beings.” ller poems, however, 
catch the pervasiveness of the 
intifada-, "in its cage the bird is 
sad/Does it cry because it is in 
exile?/... Or is it the grievance 
against the rancorous enemy?” 
Though the death' of her brother 
came as a terrible shock, Rana 
insists that it has not made her 
hate Jews. “But 1 do hate the 
occupation. If the Israelis are 
really bothered by the Palesti- 
nians hating them, then they 
shoqld leave the West Bank and 
Gaza." 


A son 




A -daughter 


The Tbeilah household: Abdul Wahhab and wife Fryai, centre; 
Rana, Car left; Add far right 


Rana, 17, is shy and not keen 
on throwing stones, but she is 
pleased that other young Palesti- 
nian women have joined the con- 
frontations. Rana spends her 
days reading books of philosophy 
and poetry. Like all youngsters in 
the occupied territories she. has 
missed a half-year of formal 
education because the Israelis 
shut down government-run' 


Adel, 19, is a veteran of the ' 
streets. At 16 he joined the Sha- 
biba, a PLO-af filiated youth 
group, and later he led a protest 
strike and was jailed twice. When 
the intifada caught fire, he 
moved to the front line of the 
shabab, the young, militants who 
keep the rebellion alight. Last 
winter the Israeli authorities 
threatened to demolish his fami- 
ly's home if he 'did not nun 
himself in. He complied and 
spent 8V6 months under adminis- 
trative detention. At one point, 

- he and two of his brothers shared 
a tent in the harsh desert camp at 
Ketzibt. - 

Hard-line politics has become 
Adel’s life'. He drdpped out of, 
high school, mid says he has: no 
time for marriage. A dedicated 
nationalist, he. will settle for no- 
thing less than an end to Israel 
and the -establishment of a 
. Palestinian state in its place. . 
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^ln Cairo, mother of the world, 
children work to survive 
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CAIRO — Tough, cynical and 
street-wise, teenager. Sayed 
Mohammad Sayed is a graduate 
of East’s growing class of more 
than one million workers under 
12 years old. 
i|.j‘ j.^J Sayed's playground was a maze 
'of dirt pathways near a leather 
tannery in Cairo's Izbit Abu 
I Wafa slum, where-' he lias been 
j working full-time, since be was 
; nine. He is now 17. 
i 'The worst thing is when I 
I have to carry the skins upstairs, 
because the smell is very, bad and 
I the skins are very cold," he said, 

| standing barefoot m a brown pud- 
dle near huge wooden drums, of 
water, chemicals and animal 
hides. 

“The best thing is when all the 
other workers are absent and I 
get to rotate the machine by 


myself. It gives me experience, 
and 1 trust myself to work alone," 
he said. 

Poverty reminiscent of that re- 
corded by diaries Dickens more; 
than a century ago in Britain still 
produces generations of charac- 
ters' like Sayed throughout the 
Third. World. ■ ■ 

In the streets of Cairo, called 
"the mother of the world", chil- 
dren openly defy the law to work 
.in bakeries, mechanics' work- 
shops and factories. At traffic 
light?, cute but grubby feces poke 
into car windows proffering 
lemons, matches or a quick car 
wash. 

‘The scale of misery in Egypt 
must be much less than in some 
other countries,” said Ahmed 
Abdullah, author of a study on 
children in the Egyptian leather- 
tanning industry. 

“Even in the shanty towns, 
there is electricity and water. In 


other parts of the world, there is 
not even that." 

Repeated scenario 

In part because working -chil- 
dren are an insurance for their 
parents against bankruptcy in old 
age, poor Egyptians have big 
families- The scenario repeats it- 
self .with each new generation. 

Working children aged six to 1 1 
represented seven per cent of 
Egypt’s total labour force in 1984, 
more than double the level a 
decade earlier, according to offi- 
cial figures. 

Under Egyptian law, children 
should remain in school until they 
are 15 — but they can start 
working at 12. 

When Sayed's father died, 
much of the burden of family 
expenses fell on his shoulders. He 
now earns about $2 a day, enough 
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Mediterranean: The crunch 
has barely started 


By Giles Merritt 

CAIRO — The pyramids' at Giza 
are crumbling, and chunks of 
stone have been felling from the 
Sphinx. Before the end- of this 
century, pollution may have des- 
troyed half of Egypt's fabulous 
antiquities. Car exhaust fumes 
are eating away at statues and 
tombs that have stood since the 


days of the pharaohs. 
_i The 
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ese ills are symptomatic of a 
; ■ j- J- r disease ravaging the whole of the 
Mediterranean. The damage 
being done by tourism and econo- 
mic development is threatening 
to outweigh the benefits. Last 
year one million tourists visited 
Egypt; by 1990 the number prob- 
ably will quadruple. The poverty- 
stricken Egyptian economy badly 
needs the business, yet the tour- 
ism boom is' helping to destroy 
; the attractions that bring tourists. 
On the Greek eland of Rhodes 
last month, a meeting of tourism 
experts convened by the Orga- 
: nisation for Economic Coopera- 
* tioa and Development heard how 
Mediterranean holiday resorts 
' are fouling their own nests. They 
also assessed the millions of new 
jobs that tourism will bring, and 
agreed that the problem is ur- 
“.geot. 

' The Mediterranean is already 
the world’s biggest tourist area, 
and the rush- has barely started. 
Experts believe that from 100 
million this year, the number of 
tourists m the area will reach 400 
million a year by 2025, perhaps as 
many as 750 million. 

That is alarming, but other 
aspects to the Mediterranean's 
outioolrihake the blood run cold. 
By 2025 the population of the 
countries around the Mediterra- 
nean will have exploded from the 
present 360 miltion to 550 mil- 
lion. The growth will be largely in 
North Africa and the Middle 
*- East; both Egypt and Turkey will 
have doubled in size to more than 
100 million. 

The strains will be appalling. 
The plagues of famine and pesti- 
lence that beset biblical Egypt 
could well return. Even if their 
present food output were to dou- 
*>ble by- then, the southern 
f Mediterranean countries will 
need to import $30 billion worth 


of food (at today's prices). Egypt, 
for instance, will bave.tq.spppd 
twice asmuch ob' food as rtearps" 
from oil. ‘ " 

■ And these figures may be opti- 
mistic: Soil erosion, deforestation 
and water shortages will be re- 
ducing the area of tillable land. 

The Mediterranean’s urban 
population, meanwhile, will have 
doubled from 200 million to 400 
million. 

The Mediterranean’s pollution 
problems - have only begun. At 
the moment, three-quarters of all 
pollution in the region comes 
from industries along the north- 
ern coast. By 2025 the picture win 
change. For instance, car own- 
ership in the 17 countries border- 
ing the Mediterranean will have 
tripled, to about 150 million. 
Nine of every 10 vehicles in the 
region are flow in France, Italy or 
Spain. The extra 100 million will 
go mainly to the southern and 
eastern countries, causing grave 
environmental damage . 

Pollution levels in the cities of 
the southern Mediterranean are 
expected to double or even triple 
by 2025. 

- The ravages of pollution are 
already disastrous. The “green- 
house effect” is being blamed for 
Cairo's freak temperatures this 
summer of up to 48 degrees cen- 
tigrade (118 degrees Fahrenheit), 
and sdentists are warning of a 
12-centimetre (4.5-inch) rise in 
die Mediterranean's level by 2025 
that could flood not only the Nile 
delta but the deltas of the Rhone 
in France, the Po in Italy and the 
Ebro in Spain. 

The risk is that in less than 40 
years the poor southern countries 
may have descended into chaos, 
while pollution on the northern 
shores will have wrought irrev- 
ersible damage. 

What is being done to avert 
this? A brainstorming conference 
organised, by the Aspen Institute 
Italia has met in Cano to review 
the situation. 

Deputy Prime Minister Gianni 
de Michelis of Italy is seeking a 
■concerted regional approach on 
environmental and developmen- 
tal issues by the 17 countries in 
the Mediterranean Action Plan. 
These governments have been 
digesting the details ofthe “Blue 


Plan,” a study prepared under 
the aegis of the United Nations 
Environment Programme from 
which most of the projections in 
this article are taken. 

The scale of the problem is so 
daunting that nobody . .knows 
quite where to start. But experts 
note that an investment of $6 
billion in anti-pollution technolo- 
gy would have a major effect, 
while a 1 per cent surcharge on 
the sales of polluting companies 
.would finance a dramatic 
v cleanup. 

Italy is anxious that the 
Mediterranean Action Plan 
should launch a major drive on 
these problems when its ministers 
meet again in October. 
—International Herald Tribune. 


extra to afford school supplies for 
his younger brother. 

Near Sayed's workshop, down 
ramshackle alleys of mud-brick 
homes and small glue and tannery 
factories, eight-year-old Rageb 
RisJan drives a borsecart to deliv- 
er animal feed. 

The small boy, who earns $8 a 
month plus meals, said his family 
needed the money. “Fd rather go 
to school," he said. 

Mohammad, one of Rageb's 
seven brothers and sisters, said 
they could not afford school 
books. 

To show how be earned his 
living, Rageb hitched a white 
horse to a wooden cart, climbed 
aboard, hissed and stomped, 
shook the reigns and rumbled 
away. 

“We don't want to stop them 
.from working. They need the 
money and their families need the 
money,” said Maissa Hamed, an 
official of the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). 

“We are emphasising protec- 
tion, not eradication she 
added. 

Sociologists would like to en- 
sure better wages, limited work- 
ing hours and health care for 
working children. 

Stimulating 

Some psychologists argue that 
work,' particularly when con- 
ducted in a family setting, some- 
times provides a better education 
than Egypt’s overcrowded 
schools. 

“As far as UNICEF is con- 
cerned, we just don’t want the 
kids to be exploited. Maybe the 
job is more stimulating for them 
than school, but there is evidence 
they face severe exploitation,” 
said Hamed. 

Most working children in 
Egypt labour in agriculture, part 
of a family tradition that dates 
back to the pharaohs. They are 
not protected by any legislation. 

A ministerial committee, in 
cooperation with UNICEF, the 
Internationa) Labour Organisa- 
tion and a local research centre, 
has been gathering information 
on child labour issues for more 
than a year. 

Next year, they will draw up a 
five-year plan to create better 
opportunities and care services, 
Hamed said. 

Meanwhile, the -youngsters 
fend for themselves or depend on 
support from their famili es and 
communities. 

Shaaban, a 16-year-old who 
has worked in a tannery since he 
was five, never went to school. 
But with the help of neighbours 
who created a centre to educate 
working children, he is now 
learning to read. 

“I want to progress,” Shaaban 
said, an arm around his 12-year- 
old brother Fatoota. 

He raised his hands to show the 
height of his ambition. 



Bahrain unveils 
clues to past 


Sefcmet enthroned at Thebes, a' woman from another Egypt 


By Mariam Alkhalifa 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — More than 5,000 
years of history on o Gulf island 
reputedly the site of the legen- 
dary garden of Eden joined 
Bahrain's celebrations for its 
national day Dec. 16. 

Clues to the country's myste- 
rious past, including a glimpse of 
what was once the world’s largest 
cemetery, are gathered in its 
national museum opened by the 
Emir Sheikh Isa Bin Sulman A1 
Khalifa. 

Officials hope the spacious 
S26.5 million complex will be- 
come a focal point for historical 
research and education and a 
forum for travelling exhibits. 

Archaeologists say the palm- 
covered islands, made green by 
freshwater springs, were once the 
centre of the ancient Dilmun 
empire whose trade stretched 
from the Indus Valley in Pakistan 
to Mesopotamia in present-day 
Iraq. 

Thousands of ancient burial 
mounds littered with skeletons 
and artefacts dropped or dis- 
carded by grave-robbers are all 
that remain of a flourishing civi- 
lisation. 

Development has destroyed 
more than one third of 85,000 


Christmas flourishes in Asia 


By Daniels Deane 

Reuter 

HONG KONG — A beardless 
Santa Claus bounces mystified 
Chinese children on skinny knees 
at a shopping mall in Hong Kong. 

In Singapore, sweltering yule- 
tide shoppers trot down the street 
in a motorised snow "sleigh,” 
although temperatures are hover- 
ing around 30 Centigrade. 

It's not snowing, Santa’s not fat 
and it’s not Christianity. 

But it's still Christmas, and 
many Asians have caught the 
spirit of the season — whatever 
their reasons. 

. “More and more Chinese peo- 
ple are celebrating Christmas,” 
said a Hong Kong resident of 
more than 30 years. 

* “But it's more to do with com- 
merce than religion.” 

Christians comprise only a 
small minority of.. Hong Kong's 
5.6 milli on people. 97 per cent of 
whom are Chinese and adhere to 
Buddhism or Taoism. 

But 150 years of British colo- 
nial rule — plus a shrewd nose for 
business — have combined to 
make Christmas a major festival. 

Christmas lights and suspended 
reindeers compete with neon 
advertising signs to light up the 
colony's hotels and skyscrapers 
every year. 

Commercial festival 
Along the waterfront on Hong 


Korfg's Kowloon peninsula, a 
commercial complex owned by 
one of the colony's billionaires 
has erected a gigantic, moving 
nativity scene where baby Jesus 
waves his arms, the sheep wag 
their heads, and the three kings 
walk up to the cradle. 

In Japan. Christmas is not a 
holiday. When it falls on a week- 
day. it is a regular business day. 
With only one per cent of the 
population Christians. Christmas 
has no religious significance. 

That hasn't stopped the coun- 
try's merchants, who have seized 
upon the occasion as a commer- 
cial opportunity. 

A spokesman for Takashi- 
maya, a major department store 
chain, said Yuletide sales had 
doubled during the past five 
years, and sales this year were 
expected to be 20 per cent more 
than in 1987. Tokyo’s Ginza 
shopping, district js ablaze with 
gaudy .Christmas Jights. . 

Christmas' & Islam 

During the past decade, a 
growing number of young single 
Japanese women have exchanged 
small presents among close 
friends at Christmas. Some pa- 
rents also give cheap trinkets to 
their children, although rarely to 
each other. 

In Indonesia — the world’s 
largest Muslim country — Christ- 
mas has become a popular public 
holiday. 


“We were once ruled by the 
Dutch so Christmas is quite popu- 
lar. even with the young." said 
the public relations director of 
Maiahari department stores. 

In Taiwan. Dec. 25 is a nation- 
al holiday known as Constitution 
Day. Although Taiwan does not 
officially recognise Christmas, 
hotels and several large depart- 
ment stores have set up elaborate 
displays of lights to lure shoppers. 

India has some 15 million Oirist- 
tians. mostly Catholics, who celebrate 
Christmas in the Western way in 
the cities and in a more ethnic 
style in the villages. 

In the Chinese cities of Peking 
and Shanghai, midnight masses 
will be held in Roman Catholic 
cathedrals, reopened in the 1980s 
after decades of closure by com- 
munist authorities. 

December 25 passes almost un- 
noticed by most mainland 
Chinese. 

In South Korea, however, resi- 
dents said department stores 
were spending more and more 
money on fancy decorations and 
more homes were putting up 
Christmas trees. 

Santa Claus, although not as 
common as in the West, is around 
— and recognised. 

“He lives on the north pole, 
has a fat belly and a real big 
beard.” said one Seoul recep- 
tionist. 

“He comes down chimneys... 
right” 


graves which once dotted 
Bahrain. 

But several types of mounds 
spanning the period from 2800 
B.C. te the start of the Muslim 
era in the seventh century A-D. 
have been reconstructed stone by 
stone in the museum hall of 
graves. 

Many are complete with 
skeletons exactly as found, some 
lying on their side and others 
buried in large day pots. 

A study of the bones shows 
that Dilmun people lived longer 
than their contemporaries in 
other parts of the Middle East 
and were peaceful and well-cared 
for by other members of the 
society. 

Jordanian link 

Grave finds include Syrian 
glassware and bronze, Omani 
copper daggers, beads from the 
Indus Valley and pottery from 
Mesopotamia. Orher artefacts 
show links with the Failalti civi- 
lisation in Kuwait. Baedha in 
Jordan, and andent Egypt. 

Another hall traces the history 
of the islands through models of 
settlements and temples, andent 
inscriptions and round Dilmun 
seals, which first led archaeolog- 
ists to suspect Bahrain's historic 
roots. 

A plaque recalls that Dilmun is 
mentioned in one of the oldest- 
known written documents in the 
world, a stone tablet found in 
Mesopotamia and dating back to 
3100 B:C. 

Sumerian poems centuries later 
describe Dilmun as a holy land 
blessed by Enki the god of sweet 
waters, and as the goal of Gil- 
gamesh, a forerunner of the bib- 
lical Noah who searched for im- 
mortality. 

Greek traders in the early 
fourth century A.D. renamed the 
island Tyios and the museum's 
third hall shows the cultural 
changes during this period. 

The advent of Islam is vividly 
illustrated with andent tablets 
and models of old mosques. 
Documents describe the island's 
history from the 18th century to 
modem times. 

Other displays convey the 
atmosphere of Bahrain in the 
early 20th century. 

One re-creates the life-cycle 
and customs of Bahrainis through 
photographs and mannequins in 
traditional garb, grouped around 
a life-sized courtyard. 

Another provides a glimpse of 
the crafts and trades which were 
the heartbeat of Bahrain during 
the 1930's, before the advent of 
oil. A full-scale model of a suq 
where cloth and mat weavers, 
bakers, goldsmiths and herbalists 
once worked has been re-created 
with the help of the elderly 
craftsmen. 

"It is hoped that these hails will 
promote an appreciation of past 
history and culture which is rapid- 
ly fading,” a museum official 
said. 



The first& best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan ■ 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahfiyyah Girls School 

Take away ts wvjt&able 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Jc- p*. S3VZS 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm away avaffaMa 

Open daily 1200 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Montjolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

.Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< • 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 




IIAKOTEL 
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Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A VIP restaurant serv- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modem, swimming 
pool, all just ten minutes away 
from, the city center. 

For reservation please 

phone 841712/13/14 A 
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CROWN £ 

m INTERNATIONAL H 

1 ESTABLISHMENT jj 

B packing, shipping, M 

1 forwarding, g 

| storage, clearing, J 

& door-to-door service 



For all your: 

Packiqg, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Shurjf Street 
Shmcisani 
PO Box 7.SI10 
Amman. Jordan 

Tel. «Uo7h. hU469f» 


[ Cinema - 

Tel: 6774201 

1 CONCORD 1 

NO WAY OUT 

lu - 

A, ? Ss* 

V Performaaecs 3:30, *<00,830. 10:30 ’ 
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Cinema ' 


RAINBOW 


A FINE MESS 





r 


Cinema 




Tel: 675571 
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Clint Eastwood 
in 

HEARTBREAK 

RIDGE 

Perform an ce* 3:30. <•: 15. 8 JO. 10:30 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


9 % WEEKS 


Performances 3:30. fcUU. 10:30 
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6 Economy 


Critics see little GCC progress 
towards goal of economic unity 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — The Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) opens its annual summit here Mon- 
day with critics saying -its progress toward its stated 
goal of economic unity has been painfully slow and 
may get slower as the threat from the Iran-Iraq war 
fades. 


easier, resulting in increased ■ benefits of a collective approach 
tounsm among the Gulf states, in the international arena. Last 


“The ceasefire could either 
make things easier, or it could 
remove the outside threat that 
got them together in the first 
place and slow efforts toward 
integration,'* said a diplomatic 
source, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

One of the GCC's most oft-. 

stated goals is a common market 
by 1990, a plan that GCC Secret- 
ary-Genera] Abdullah Bishara 
still thinks “bordere on realism." 

But informed sources here dis- 
agree. They say that the first step 
toward true financial integration 
should be some type of currency 
alignment, similar to the Euro- 
pean Monetary System. 

And while the GCC's finance 
ministers have said they are keen 
to implement such a system, 
some heads of state are cautious. 

Oman, for example, is the least 
financially developed of the six 
countries, and is wary of program- 
mes that may favour its more 
advanced neighbours. 

The other members who 
formed the organisation in 1981 
are Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Bishara, asked in a recent in- 
terview at GCC headquarters in 
Riyadh what the council's 
greatest achievements have been. 


responded, “the containment of 
war.” 

GCC states failed on several 
attempts during the eight-year 
conflict to mediate an end to the 
hostilities. 

Bishara said the GCC served as 
“a moral and psychological 


umbrella" in an era of ''state- 
sponsored terrorism and subver- 
sive activities.” 


example, can now practise bis 
profession or set up a business in 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia as if 
he were a resident Travelling 
within the GCC has also become 
easier, resulting in increased - 
tounsm among the Gulf states. 

But not all states have ratified 
all agreements, and businessmen 
are not moving their firms across 
bottlers on any noted scale. 

To boost industrial integration, 
the council created the Gulf In- 
vestment Corporation, a S3 bil- 
lion financial institution charged 
with financing joint projects 
among the GCC countries. 

Currently, 30 projects are 
under way and several more are 
under consideration. 


Neighbouring Iran, which long 
vilified the monarchs of the Gulf, 
was often charged with attemp- 
ting to overthrow them. Saudi 
Arabia cited subversion as its 
reason for rupturing its diploma- 
tic ties with the Persian state in 
April. 

But with a Gulf war ceasefire 
now four months old, the council 
is under more pressure to turn its 
attention toward the home front. 

The GCC bas taken small 
steps. In 1983, it began im- 
plementing the unified economic 
agreement by eliminating cus- 
toms duties on local products and 
on goods at least 40 per cent of 
whose value bas added locally. 

Oman, however, is permitted 
to continue imposing tariffs on 
some products iu order to protect 
its growing industries. 

Much of GCC policy that exists 
on paper does not exist in prac- 
tice. A resident of Bahrain, for 


The Doha-based Gulf Orga- 
nisation for Industrial Consultan- 
cy is also considering establishing 
a new joint investment company 
to encourage the private sector to 
play larger role in development 
and to help repatriate approx- 
imately $130 billion in foreign 
investment. 


Also in the works is a system 
for licensing new businesses that 
would help prevent industrial du- 
plication, unified regulations for 
foreign capital investment, and 
laws that would give GCC 


Reagan to cut deficit 
by more than $35b 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan, blaming the Con- 
gress for spending more than the 


U.S. banks post record profits 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
commercial h anks enjoyed re- 
cord profits in the July-Septem- 
ber quarter, but a top regulator 
has cautioned about an increase 
in .had loans and rising bank 
involvement in leveraged corpo- 
rate buyouts. 

The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Cbrp. (FDIC) said the 13,239 
federally insured commercial 
banks earned SS.9 billion in pn> 
fits in the third quarter, topping 
the previous record of $5.8 billion 
in the same quarter last year. 

"I think we can say without 
much question that this year will 


by First Republic Bank of Dallas 
in the first half will be removed. 
In effect, the red ink is being 
transferred to the government's! 
books in one of the largest res- 
cues ever of a failed bank. 

Also, bank earnings will rise by 
$1.5 billion in the fourth quarter 
because Brazil resumed payments 
on its huge foreign debt. _ 


be an all-time high for banking 

f jrofits," FDIC Chairman L. Wil- 
iam Seidman told reporters. 


The current record of $18. 1 
billion was set in 1985. Last year, 
banks earned only S3.6 billion, 
the least profitable year since the 
Depression, as they added heavi- 
ly to reserves for losses on Third 
World Debt. 

Banks earned $16.4 billion for 
the first nine months of 1988, and 
several one-time factors should 
help boost profits for the full year 
above $23 billion, the FDIC said. 

When results are calculated for 
the entire year, a $2.3 billion loss 


Bad loans, on which borrowers 
have stopped making payments, 
jumped 4.3 per cent from the 
second quarter to S76-5 billion in 
the third. Much of the increase 
came in the U.S. southwest, 
where the economy has been 
depressed by troubles in the oil 
industry. 

Seidman noted that a substan- 
tial, but undetermined, share of 
bank income is coming from the 
boom in corporate buyouts. 


"Leveraged buyout transac- 
tions are becoming a big part of 
banking activity and that does 
increase the risk to some extent,” 
he said, but added: “At this 
point... I don't have any evidence 
that would indicate that institu- 
tions are going to foil because of 
leveraged buyouts." 

The strong 1988 earnings are 
coming amid the worst year for 
bank failures since the Depress- 
ion. Throogb the first week of 
this month, 213 banks either 
failed or were saved from failing 
through government assistance. 
That already tops the record of 
203 for all of last year. 

Seidman is forecasting an im- 
provement next year to about 
170. He noted that the list of 
problem banks has fallen from a ' 
peak of 1,624 two years ago to 
1,480 currently. 


Big Boy to make hamburgers in China 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — A fast-food company has reached a 
tentative agreement with the Chinese to build a factory in China 
that would produce 18 million hamburgers a year. Big Boy Co., a 
South Korean firm, has said the joint venture agreement calls for 
the factory to be built in Heilongjiang province in northeastern' 
China. It would be the first South Korean fast-food supplier in 
China. Construction is scheduled to start in May, the company 
said. 


government earns, said Saturday 
he would submit a budget next 
month that would cut the deficit 
by more than the $35 billion 
mandated by law. 

Reagan said that after leaving 
office on Jan. 20 he would cam- 
paign to fix what he called a 
budget system that lacked inter- 
nal discipline and had gone out of > 
control. 

“The only way to reduce the 
deficit is by limiting the increase 
in spending and that's what my 
last budget will do,” he said in his 
weekly radio address from the 
White House. 

Reagan said his budget, due to 
be sent to Congress Jan. 9, would 
more than meet targets set by the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings law 
which calls for progressive deficit 
cuts leading to a balanced federal 
bedget in fiscal 1993. 

Under the law the deficit must 
be cut to about $110 bilHon in 
fiscal 1990, which begins next 
October, from about $145 biihoB 
in fiscal 1989, or else an automa- 
tic cut of 135 billion, divided 
evenly between defence and 
domestic programmes, will take 
place in mid-October 1989. 

Reagan said his budget pro- 
jected $80 billion in increased 
revenues without any new taxes. 



MAIWFACTURlNG OFFICE 
FURNITURE 



MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished . 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


* Settees * Swivel chairs * Desks & Cabinets. 


LEBANON FURNITURE CO. / Amman 
Tel. 817901, 810901, 635762, P.O. Box 6640, Amman - Jordan 


For more informa- 
tion please calJWael 
Real Estate at 685342 


P FOR SALE 


Chevrolet Caprice - black colour, full 

additions, model 1988, distance 
5,000 miles, duty is not paid, final 
JD 8.000. 

spent 

price: 

Please phone: 660321 - between 4-6 

p.m. 



MUSIC WORLD 

Jebel Amman - 5th Circle Behind Queen 
Alia College Tel. 821609 

SALE 30/ 

On All Musical Instruments 


JOB OFFER 

New office in Amman needs secretary for 
director. Several years experience, fluent in 
Arabic, French and English and excellent typing 
required. 


TO LET 


Garden apartment, fully furnished, 2 bedrooms, living and 
dining room, big kitchen, 2 baths, washing room, tele- 
phone, separate central heating, garden, car parking. 
Seventh Circle area. Annual rent. 


Please call Mr. Lavergne / 655959. 


Call owner 811912. 


FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 


Two fully furnished apartments: Each with two bedrooms, and* 
separate telephones. Building No. 57, Abu Hamid Ai Ghazali 
Street, Amman (West), behind Taman's Kindergarten. The 
ground floor has separate garage, garden, entrance. 


For further information please call Mr. George Marar, 
Phone 661049. 


Two-bedroom apartment, telephone line, 150 square 
metres area, private entrance, ground floor with yard and 
garden in Shmeisani, west of Birds Garden. 


For details call Tel. 663888 







ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 




GOIC urges new iron, steel strategy 


citizens the right to purchase 
shares of Gulf companies in 
member states. There is talk, too, 
of a regional airline. 

The GCC has also reaped the 


in the international arena. Last 
June, for example, the Gulf coun- 
tries signed a trade accord with 
the European Community (EC)- 
’ committing both groups to grant- 
ing one another “most favoured 
nation*' status and encouraging 
technology transfer from the EC 
to the GCC through joint ven- 
tures. 

The Arab countries had been 
hoping for a free trade agree- 
ment, with an eye toward open- 
ing markets for their burgeoning 
petrochemical industry. But di- 
plomatic sources here said that 
the EC, protective of its own 
petrochemical industry, is un- 
likely to agree. 

The UnitSd States and Japan 
are also expected to sign trade 
agreements with the GCC. Last 
month. Secretary of State George 
Shultz said that the U.S. was 
developing a proposal aimed at 
enhanced economic dialogue and 
improved trade and investment 
ties with the GCC. An agreement 
is expected sometime early next 
year. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Arab governments must adopt a more 
realistw strategy to develop their iron and steel industries, a senior 
industrial official has said. Abdullah Hamad Al Moajfl, head of the 
Doha-based Gulf Organisation for Industrial Consulting (GOIC), 
said it had asked its seven member states to meet early next year to 
draw up a 10-year development plan for the industry. Moajil, 
quoted by the Bahrain-based Gulf News Agency, was speaking in 
Doha at a meeting of GOICs technical and consultative committee 
for iron and steel industries. GOIC groups the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states of Bahrain, Kuwait Oman, Qatari Saudi 
Arabia and rite United Arab Emirates with Iraq. A $300 million 
iron and steel pellet plant ip Bahrain, the only ope of its kind in the 
region, was shut for three years soon after it opened because of a 
lade of orders. 


refineries completed in 1986 raised installed capacity to 900,000 
b/d. Indonesia has eight operative refineries supplying all its 
domestic needs. Now it is ready to push into lucrative export 
markets, oil industry sources said. 
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Panel proposes firm to sell cement 


Dutch consider privatising museums 


DOHA (OPECNA) — A technical committee of the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial Consulting (GOIC) has recommended 
the establishment of a special company for marketing Saudi 
Arabian cement in the Gulf region. The committee also asked 
GOIC to examine the feasibility of setting up a Gulf company to 
market surplus cement production outside the region. The commit- 
tee also proposed a follow-up to a study, prepared by the 
Vienna-based United- Nations Industrial Development Organisa- 
tion (UNIDO) on the production of thermal bricks used by the 
cement industry. The committee comprised experts from GOIC 
.member countries Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Oman. 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — The. Dutch government is 
considering privatising all 16 national museums, the culture 
ministry bas said. The privatisation plan was inspired by a recent 
government accounting office report, which severity criticised lax 
security and inefficient management throughout the national 
museum system, the ministry spokesman told the Associated. Press. 
Under the plan, the ministry will investigate whether the museums' 
privatisation is viable and report on the issue to parliament next 
May, he said 


EC Industrial subsidies total $118b 


: 


WFP expects higher need for food aid 


.ROME (R) — A record series of disasters strained U.N. food aid 
resources to the limit in 1988 and needs could be greater in 1989, 
the U.N. World Food Programme (WFP) has said. “This past year 
has strained the programme's resources to the limit and the forecast 
for 1989 is bleu,” WFP head James Ingram said. The world’s 
largest supplier of emergency food said in a statement it had helped 
14.5 million people affected by wars or natural catastrophes in 31 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — The European Community (EC) 
has said that EC governments are spending about 100 billion 
European Currency Units ($118 billion) a year on subsidies to ; 
manufacturing industries and that this could damage the single 
market scheduled for 1993. Peter Sutherland, the EC commission- 
er for competition policy, said that the high level of state aid, which 
represented about three per cent of the EC’s gross domestic . 
product, “could not be sustained without damagin g the (EC’s) I 
internal market.” After Jan. 1, 1993, the European Common I 
Market is scheduled to become a reality, with removal of all 
barriers to the free movement of people, goods, services and 
capital. Sutherland called for “dear EC policies which are intended 
to ensure that economic operators are competitive and that they do 
not operate on the strength of exchequer funds (subsidies).” 
Sutherland said one of the most flagrant examples of an industry 
protected by government subsidies was air transport. 
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countries this year. It estimated it had provided 820,000 tonnes of 
food, equal to 1987’s record amount. Nearly 70 per cent of WFP 


food, equal to 1987’s record amount. Nearly 70 per cent of WFP 
emergency food went to 8.5 million refugees, particularly those 
fleeing conflicts in Afghanistan, the Gulf, Somalia, Ethiopia and 
Mozambique. WFP also helped survivors of floods in Sudan and- 
Bangjadesh and the hurricanes which devastated parts of Central 
America in October. “This year may well be remembered as the 
year of disasters. Never before in WFP's history did we have to 
respond to so many sudden calamities,” Ingram said. - 


Arabics acquires Gulf oil concessions 


Indonesia to build large refineries 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia is planning two large, refineries which 
it hopes will propel the country into the big league of oil-product- 
exporters. A 250,000 barrel per day (b/d) export refinery, financed 
by Saudi Arabia -and Japan, will be built -at a cost of more than $1 
billion, a Pertamina refinery official who asked not to be named 
told Reuters. About 80 per cent of the crude will come from Saudi 
Arabia, and the remainder from Indonesia, he said. A second 
phase of the refinery will increase capacity to 500,000 b/d, making it 
the largest in the country. Pertamina earlier announced plans to 
build a $700 million export-oriented refinery on Java with a 
capacity of 100,000 barrels a- day. It is also expected to begin 
operation in 1992. A $4 billion expansion of Indonesia’s major 


DUBAI (OPECNA) — The Australian oil company Arabics has 
announced the 'acquisition of oil concessions in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Oman and South Yemen. Arabics Director Ken 
Filos told the daily “Al Bayan” that the company, which was 
established earlier this year for oil exploration in the Arabian 
p enins ula, had started operations off the Omani coast in coopera- 
tion with tiie Australian coal company, PHB. PHB, he added, was 
Australia’s largest coal, oil and steel exploration concern. He said , 
it would take three months before oil was pumped in Oman. | 
describing it as the biggest project in the Gulf region. 


Japanese get record average bonuses 


TOKYO (ft) — Japan's top companies paid a record average 
year-end bonus of 652,901 yen ($5,300) to each of their unionised 
workers , up 6.8 per cent from last year, the country's main 
employers group has said. Japanese workers normally get bonuses 
in June and December, each equivalent to two or more months 
wages. “The increase dearly reflects the sound performance of the 
Japanese economy supported by strong domestic demand,” a 
spokesman for the Japanese Federation of Employers Associations 
said. 


'End to debt crisis remains elusive 


WASHINGTON (R) — The rise 
in Third World debt will slow to 
three per cent this year from 11 
per cent in 1987 but low economic 
growth in many debtor nations 
means that no end to the crisis is 
in sight, the World Bank said 
Sunday. 

The bank, a Washington-based 
institution that lends money to 
developing countries, put Third 
World debt at $1.3 trillion in its 
“Annual World Debt Tables.” 

It said failure to resolve the 
debt crisis, which has weakened 
governments in many debtor na- 
tions, could pose new risks for. 
creditor banks in the industrial 
world. 

The alternative to an orderly 
approach to the debt problem 
“may be the erosion of political 
snppart for national governments 
and prudent economic policies,” 
the b ank said. 

• The World Bank said progress 


was m.^such debtors .as 

Brazil,. Ivlexico^ Phile and Col-' 
ombia. They had privatised state 
Arms, set realistic exchange rates 
and increased exports. 

But in other nations the picture 
was not good. In many, among 
them sub-Saharan African states, 
government deficits were rising 
again after felling in the early 
1980s and inflationary pressures 
were also mounting. 

The bank said that “an end to 
the debt crisis remains elusive". 
A way had to be found to spur 
economic growth in debtor na- 
tions. 

It migh t be necessary to rework 
the 1985 Baker plan, formulated 
by then U.S. treasury secretary 
James Baker, which proposed to 
ease the debt burden by a com- 
bination of new loans, 7 write-offs 
and economic reform by debtor 
nations. 

Latin American nations. 


FOR RENT 


Semi-detached villa for rent within a housing complex. 
Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 living and sitting area,: 
sauna-jacuzi, kitchen, folly electrical equipped. Area, 550 
sq.m. 


however, criticise the Baker plan 
for- failing to stimulate f economic 
expansion arid for failing^ to bring * 
in enough new money in loans 
from reluctant banks. 

Stanley Flsdrer, chief econom- 
ist at the World Bank, said at a . 
news conference that it was not 
necessary to go beyond the Baker 
plan but there were, ways for 
creditor nations to revise their tax 
Jaws to spur banks to write off • 
debts. 

“The failure to move forward 
in this direction may pose an 
inherently greater risk of con- 
tinuing low growth in the debtor 
countries and therefore greater 
uncertainties about their ability 
to maintain debt service, in turn 
. posing greater risks for the credi- 
tor banks ” the bank report said. 

Fischer s&id recent talk of set- 
ting up a world facility to deal 
with Third World debt appears to 
have just been talk. 

“There’s a very strong reason 
for that,” he said. “Most of the 
creditor governments are 
opposed to the use of public 
money for wbat appears to be a 
bailout of banks.” 

The World Bank said the do- 
dining rate of Third World debt 
was due in part to banks' reluct- 


ance to grant new loans and to 
the writing off of some old ones. 

New Third World loans in 1988 
came to only $7.5 billion, with 
$5.2 billion of that going to Bra- 
zil, the biggest Third World de- 
btor. 

Fischer said there had been 
four per cent economic growth in 
many developing countries but 
rising populations translated that 
into a per capita income rise of 
only one per cent. 

He said plans by some Western 
nations to write off some African 
debt would help some' debtors but 
did not address the problem of 
economic growth. 


_ Fischer said the World Bank’s 
report had two messages: “One is 
that the debt strategy is evolving 
and two, the underlying growth 
problem is still there in a very 
major way and needs to be 
tackled.” 

The leading Latin American 
debtors, be said, were expected 
to seek major new debt packages 
in 1989 to try to stimulate their 
economies. 

But Fischer said: “‘Things do 
not look like they are going to 
pick up very quickly in the debtor 
countries of Latin America.” 


THE BE! 


For further Information call 819684 


Top Third World debtors 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 
FOR RENT 

With or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private 
garden, private garage, with separate central heating, tele- 
phone, consists of bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 2 
bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, spacious kitchen. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, west of the Professional Associa- 
tion Complex, Abdul Halim AI Nimer Street, near Bilal Mosque, 
House No. 24. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The following is a list of the 17 biggest Third 
World debtors compiled by the World Blank. 

Debt owed to private banks is shown as a percentage of total defat 
The average growth rate of tbe countries’ gross domestic product 
(GDP), a measure of goods and services produced fay an economy, 
between 1982 and 1988 is also included. 


Tel. 664256 - 


from 9 am - 12 noon anti 4 pm - 6 pjri 


IWotlernl^fTtilshedandiiiifurnlsbeuIapartxiiMtts. 

e Three bedrooms, two baths, living room, reception and 
dining room, kitchen and glassed balconies. Area 200 
nf. 

Independent C. Heating & telephone. 

Location:' Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Land lord - Tel. 641443 - 642351 - 667862 


BrazO 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Venezuela 

Nigeria 

Phili ppines 

Yugoslavia 

Morocco 

Chile 

Pent 

Colombia 

Ivory Coast 

Ecuador 

Bolivia 

Costa Rica 

Jamaica 

Uruguay 


Debt Private 

(BflHon source GDP 

U.S. dollars) (parentage) (perce nta ge) 

120.1 76.8 4.8 

100.0 78.1 ' 0.2 

59-6 79.4 1 A 

35.0 99.3 12 

30*5 61.1 

„ 30.2 60.0 -0.1 

22.1 61.9 . 1.0 

22.0 29.0 3.6 

20.8 - - 74^3 4J 

19.0 61.5 23 

17.2 48.0 

14-2 60 3 13 

11.0 63.6 13 

, . 5,7 273 ' -L4 

43 53 3 3.6 

4 3 17.6 0.7 

4.5 77.1 : 1.7 






FOR RENT 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Semi detached furnished flat, Shmeisani near Tyche 
Hotel, 2 bedrooms, modem ground floor flat, tel., 
central heating and parking & garden. 


Sunday Dec. 18, 1988 

Central Bank official rates 




Tel. 665195 morning 665496 afternoon. 


U.S. dollar 
Fo un d Sterling 
Deutschmar k 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


*■7 S dl Japanese yen (for 100) 3805 3814 

472.0 474-.0 Dutdt guilder , ‘ 2375 239.0 

858.7 863.0 Sawfish crown 775 77.9 

268JS .2695 &»&* Hi* (for 100) 36.4 36.6 

3185 ■ 320.1 Belgian franc (tor 10) . 127.9 1285 

, 78J 78.7 
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Paris Saint-Germain 
back on top 

PARIS' (R) — Paris Saint-Ger- 
main went back to the top of the 
French first division Saturday just, 
three days after losing the lead- 
ership to Auxerre. They beat 
. Caen 1-0 away while Auxerre 
crashed 3-0 to .Cannes. After 
soaking up a lot' of first half 
pressure, Paris S-G went ahead 
when Argentine Gabriel Calder- 
on converted a free kick in the 
43rd minute. 

Browndson stops 
Higson clean sweep 

TORONTO (R) — British veter- 
an Suki Browndson. ended Cana- 
dian Allison Hlgson's bid for a 
sweep of breaststroke events with 
an impressive swim in the 100 
metres Saturday to conclude the 
first world cup swimming meet. 
Browndson, 23, who has com- 
peted at three Olympics, fought 
off a late charge by the Commorf- 
wealth record bolder to win in 
one minute 9.06 seconds. 

Oamianl knocks out 
Jassmann 

SASSARI (AP) — Italy's Fran- 
cesco Damiani- retained his 
European heavyweight crown 
and his undefeated record Satur- 
day night by knocking out West 
German challenger Manfred Jassr 
mann in the third round of their 
title fight. The 30-year-old Ita- 
lian, who hopes to fight Mike 
Tyson for the world title next 
summer, sent his opponent to the 
canvas for a count of 10 with a 
powerful left hook to the 
abdomen. 


Saudis 

retain 

Asia 

Cup 


DOHA (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
won the 9th Asia Soccer Cham- 
pionship Sunday by beating 
South Korea- 4-3' in a dramatic 
penalty-kick showdown. 

The Saudis, who first woo the 
championship in 1984, played the 
South Koreans to a goalless draw 
before a packed stadium in Doha. 

The game went into a half-hour 



Qatan Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 Than! presents 
file 9th Asia Soccer Championship Gup to the captain of Saudi 
-Arabia, which beat South Korea 4-3 in a penalty-kick showdown in 
Doha, Qatar, Sunday. 


of extra time, but neither side . wild as the winning ball hit the 
could score. The match was de- net. 

cided with a- penalty kick-off. The game was watched by 
Thousands of Saudi fans went Qatari Crown Prince, Sheikh 


Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 Tbani. 

Iran took third place with three 
scores from penalty kicks in the 
semifinal against China Saturday. 


Foreign drivers to race in Jordan hill climbs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At its meet- 
ing Thursday- the Royal Auto- 
mobile Qub of Jordan motor 
sports committee, chaired by De- 
rek Ledger, approved the 1989 
list of events that will be orga- 
nised in the Kingdom. In addition 
to 1 the Rothmans Jordan Rally 
scheduled for 17-18-19 May there 
will be two international Hill 
Climbs which will take place at 
Tell Rumman. The acceptance by 
FISA, governing body of motor 
sport, for the hill climbs be in- 
cluded as full international events 
means that for the first time for 
twenty years foreign drivers can 
compete. There will be three one 
day national rallies, also series of 
four auto tests which will have its 
own mini-championship in addi- 
tion the individual event results. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


COUNT THEM AND CHEER 


Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* KJ 97 64 

'? 3 

•• A 83 2 

* 10 4 
EAST 
4 10 

K J 10-9 8 6 V Q4 
Wwd . . K 10 tf 4 .. 

K 6' 5 2 ** v'iTAQl 9*3.:. 
SOUTH 
4 A 83 
? A 7 5 2 
Q 3 9 7 S 

* 7 


WEST 
4 Q 52 


' 4 


. — • 

The bidding: 
Easl South 

West 

North 

~r 

1 * 

i :> 

i 9 

1 * 


2 * 

2 * 

4 * 

4 * . 


5 * 

Dbl 

Pass 

5 •> 


Dbl 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Two of 
Stop, look and listen is sound ad- 
vice, not only for crossing the road 
but also For working out opponents’ 
holdings at the bridge table. Tins 
hand is a prune example. 

North judged well in removing 
the double of five clubs. While it is 
true that with the lead of ace of 
hearts and a continuation that con- 
tract would have failed by a trick, 
on the more normal diamond lead 
declarer would have romped home. 


East’s ace of chibs took ihe first 
trick, and he shifted to the queen of* 
hearts. Declarer won his ace, led a 
diamond to (he ace and returned a 
diamond to the nine. After the 
queen of diamonds lost to the (ring, 
declarer ruffed the dub return and 
drew the last trump. The crucial 
poini'Of the hand had been reached. 
.How should. declarer play (he spade 
suitj ' ■ . / 

Those who follow rubrics would 
remember Tight ever, nine never’ 
and bSthdy cash the ace-ldng. But 
is that logical in the light of the 
auction and play? 

East surety has a six-card dub 
suit and has shown up with four 
diamonds. If he had a singleton 
heart, West’s distribution would 
have been 2-7-0-4, and he would 
probably have jumped to Tour 
hearts at his first turn. If is more 
probable that West has only six 
hearts, leaving East with two. 

That means that 12 of East’; 
cards have been accounted for. leav- 
ing him with only one spade. There- 
fore, the almost sure-trick line is for 
declarer to cash the ace of spades 
and then finesse the jack to land his 
contract - 
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THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 







HARMS 



. “My office Christmas party is to- 
night. I'm wearing my green dress 
and you're wearing a muzzle.” 


*f- 
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I THAI SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i 9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lais 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


q 

IMGOI 

R . 



nr 



- •gassa—-- 


DEI 

FUN 




r ■< 


REECCO 


u 


_ 




SAFTIE 


LJ 

_D 



WHEN THE SKUNK 
ENTERED THE ROOM 
. IT ©<7T ATTENTION BE-| 
ICAU5E 1TWA5THI©. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 

»OF 


«— M Tininn 

{Answers tomorrow) 

j Answer The egotist's love letter— THE LETTER “ 


results of the 1988 national cham- 
pionships, His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah won the open 
drivers championship and the 
group “A" champion was Sharif 
Jamil ben Nasser, Ali Bilbeisi 
clinched the co-drivers category. 
National Motoring Calender 
National Rally March, 1 7 


Bridgestone Autorests March 31 
Rothmans Jordan Rally May 17-19 
Hill Climb June IS 
Bridgestone Autotests July 7 
Danish Dairy National Rally Aug. 4 
Hill Climb Sept. 1 
Bridgestone Autotests Oct. 6 
National Rally Nov. 3 
Bridgestone Autotcsts Nov. 25 


Karpov wins first 
active chess title 


MAZATLAN (R) — Former 
world chess champion Anatoly 
Karpov of the Soviet Union won 
the first world active chess cham- 
pionship here Saturday, defeating 
his compatriot Victor Gavrikov 
on a technical decision. 

Karpov, was held to a five- 
point tie by his underdog oppo- 
nent and the title was decided by 
the Bucholtz procedure. Under 
this system; Karpov won because ■ 
his opponents in earlier rounds 
were ranked, higher than those 
faced by Gavrikov. 

• Karpov said afterwards the fin- 


al had been very tough, against 
an opponent considered a master 
of the limited-period active chess 
style. 

When play began Saturday, 
the two players were tied at two 
points apiece after four games 
played Friday. After .the regula- 
tion eight games they were still 
deadlocked at four all. 

In an exciting two-match play- 
off, white won each time with 
aggressive strategy and the play- 
ers were tied at five points. 

Karpov. 37, shared the $80,000 
prize money witfi Gavrikov, 25. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY. DECEMBER 19, 1988 

_ daily HOROSCOPE 

— ‘ As Charted By the Carroll Righter Astrological Foundation I 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
-There is a heightened appreciation 
for the creative arts. Your imagina- 
tion is fertile, bringing forth near 
ideas. Today is the perfect day for 
brainstorming, analytical analysis 
and the search for new concepts. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. J9) You 
can see the cydes.of change in ydur 
life. Speak your mind, discuss the 
ftiture, and be open to new Ideas. 
Avoid jealousy end manipulation. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
There is a lot of talk around the 
workplace that confuses you. Intui- 
tion is in rare form. Yon can make _ 
wise derisions involving romance. * 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You have a receptive mind and a 
grateful, unselfish heart. Move out, 
and express your style of living. 
Abundance moves toward you. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Pathways, whether those of 
a physical journey or mental plaih 
mbg, are currently -free of obstruc- 
tions and detours. Move forward. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) This is 
the tomorrow that you worried 
about yesterday, and you wOl get 
through it with flying colors. Avoid 
dwelling on your past mistakes. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Yon 
have a good shot at malting things 


work. Conflict with a dominating 
person can escalate into direct com- 
petition. Time is on your side. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Set 
the account books jn order. Map out 
future plans for spending. In- 
troduce 'yourself' to - the one you 
have been wanting to meet. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
This is the kind of day when com- 
munications break down, and it is 
hard to get along. Save important 
matters tor another time. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) Your mind is a virtual power 
plant today. New channels open, 
and creative thoughts pour out. 
Apply them to gain rewards. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
If you dose yourself off. you can 
neither give nor receive. You may 
be bursting with orig inal ideas. 
Someone artistic contacts you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Sod&l affairs are well-ordered and 
stable today. You feel benevolent 
and concerned about those yon 
love. Optimism suits you wdL 

PISCES (Feb- 20 to Mar. 20) 
Make financial plans for the future. 
Invite a friend out for something , 
unusuaL New career directions can 
be initiated at this time. 


THE Daily Crossword bv Harvey Chyka 


ACROSS 
1 Expanse 
6 Nautical hoist 
10 Foyer 

14 

15 Act the hagi 

16 Others: LaL 

17 Spring 

18 Hairy 

19 Time or day 

20 Prediction of 
a kind 

22 Ruler 

24 Com count 

25 Single: pref. 

26 Toast 

28 Sky combats 

33 “Adam’s — ” 

34 Chutzpah 

36 Bam 

37 Kill* 

39 Action’ 

41 Sale’s partner 
<2 Musical Count 
44 Patty officer 

46 Observe 

47 Option 

43 Be contingent 

51 Once, once 

52 Double curve 

53 Perennial 
gnu 

56 Anlecedes 

60 Malarial 

[|^j* 

61 Pedro’s pal 

63 Flower 

64 Offers 

65 Is- bom 
unto himself 
atone" 

66 Important 
times 

67 Fixes the lawn 
66 Faculty heads 
69 Hollow 

DOWN 

1 Young bovine 

2 Margarine 

3 Nova b.q. 

4 Indian homes 

5 Lett 

6 Wrong ■ 

7 Electrical 
unit 

8 Give — try 



< 1888 Tribune Maeia Semen. Inc 
AO Rights nnanM 


9 Dread 

10 Mooting 
places 

11 Liliaceous 
plant 

12- Celebrity 
13 Fuzz 

21 Seth’s brother 
23 Terminates 
25 Alts . 

28 Investigate 

27 Challenger 

28 Fat 

29 Airplane: Fr. 

30 Delete 

31 Flax fabric 

32 Celerity 
.35 Android 
36 Greco 

40 Minnow type 
fish 

43 Raioon d* — 
46 Desideratum 
48 Atoll 
50 Rang out 
52 Church 
instrument 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


□nnnn nnnn nnnn 
annan nnnn oman 
noQBaHDonaannciQ 
□nunnnnn nnaari 
nnn nnnnnnn 
□□□□an □□□£!□ 
nnnn □□□an ana 
noBanaananana^i 
Bmn nnnnn nnnn 
□aana □□□□aa 
□□□□□□□ nan 
□□ana □□□□□□□□ 
nonnannonncinnan 
□□no nnnn nnnnn 
dodd nnnn nnona 


53 Pets 

54 Exchange 
premium 

55 Freshwater 
fish 


56 Cotton type 

57 Fatigue 
56 Verve 

58 Method: abbr. 
62 Stooge name 


W. Germany takes Davis Cup 


GOTEBORG (AP) — West Germany joined an 
exclusive group of David Cup winners Saturday and 
Boris Becker said it was bigger than winning 
Wimbledon. 


“Yes, for me winning the 
David Cup with this team Ts just 
the all-time highlight," said Beck- 
er after he teamed with Eric Jelen 
to win the doubles match, giving 
West Germany an unbeatable 3-0 
lead over defending champion 
Sweden. 

Becker, who captured succes- 
sive Wimbledon titles in 1985-86, 
and Jelen fought back after losing 
the first two sets and beat Stefan 
Edberg and Anders Jarryd 3-6. 

2- 6, 7-5. 6-3. 6-2. 

“I feel this is a bigger thrill 
because in the Davis Cup you 
need to play over one year,” said 
Becker. 

“You need to win four matches 
(in the World group) and we have 
done it now in Sweden, on clay 
and on their home court and it's 

3- 0 after the second day. 

“And also I’ve played singles 

and doubles this year and that 
makes it so much more special.” 

West Germany, which became 
the ninth country to win the 
prestigious trophy that American 
Dwight F. Davis inaugurated 88 
years ago, won its three previous 


world group matches by identical 
5-0 scores. 

Jarryd, winner of five Grand 
Slam doubles titles, including two 
with Edberg. was the goat on the 
Swedish team. 

Struggling wirh his serves 
throughout the three-hour match, 
Jarryd dropped his six last service 
games. He was broken twice in 
each of the last three sets. 

“I don’t know what went 
wrong,” he said. “When you start 
losing your serve, you get tense. I 
tried to change my serve from the 
third set. but it didn't work. But 
at the same time they started to 
return so much better. ” 

Edberg, meanwhile, did a great 
job holding eight of his 12 service 
games at love. He was the only 
player who never lost his serve. 

The Swedes started the match 
very well and played excellent 
doubles tennis for almost three 
sets. 

“We would have needed a little 
bit luck in the third and we would 
have won it in three sets,” said 
Edberg, the Wimbledon cham- 
pion. 


“But they played well for a 
couple of games and they won the 
third set. Then it was pretty tight 
in the fourth. We came back .to 
3-all, but from then on the Ger- 
mans took over. They played 
very confident 2 nd everything 
was going for them.” 

The 21-year-old Becker, who 
had given his team a 2-0 lead by 
whipping Edberg Friday, and his 
doubles partner were not the only 
German heroes. 

Carl-Uwe Steeb. ranked only 
74th in the world, provided the 
first shocker for the confident 
Swedes by outlasting the world's 
no. 1-player, Mats Wi lander, in a 
five-hour, five-set singles thriller 
for a 1-0 lead Friday. 

“Mat's loss was a big psycholo- 
gical blow for our team,” said 
Swedish captain Hans Olsson, 
who has led Sweden to six 
straight Davis Cup finals and 
three wins since I9S3. 

The hosts figured that defend- 
ing the Davis Cup' would be the 
highlight after Wilander and 
Edberg had pulled off an unpre- 
cedented Swedish Grand Slam this 
year. Sweden also won the World 
Team Cup last May in West 
Germany. 

Instead the final turned into 
one of the most shocking setbacks 


in Swedish tennis history. And it 
came on indoor clay, a surface 
the Swedes have mastered so well 
in the pasi, winning two previous 
Davis Cup championships here 
over the United Stales in 1984 
and India last year. 

Maybe the Swedes were too 
confident going into the final, 
despite the fact that both Wilan- 
der and Edberg struggled in re- 
cent months. 

Becker sent a message to the 
Swedes early November, when he 
won the Stockholm Open on a 
surface almost as slow as the red 
clay at the Scandinavium arena 
here. 

Both Wilander, winner of the 
Australian, French and U.S. 
Open titles this year, and Edberg 
were eliminated early at Stock- 
holm. Then came the Masters 
early this month in New York, 
where Becker prevailed after a 
loss in the round-robin portion to 
Edberg. 

Becker now has won 24 of his 
26 matches since the Wimbledon 
final against Edberg. 

Other countries which have 
won the Davis Cup include the 
United States, which tops the 
all-time list, Australia, France. 
Great Britain. Sweden. South 
Africa. Italy and Czechoslovakia. 


Broncos hurt Patriots’ play-off hopes 


DENVER (AP) — Sammy Win- 
der ran for two touchdowns and 
Tony Dorsert rushed for another 
Saturday, powering the Denver 
Broncos to a 21-10 victory over 
New England and damaging the 
Patriots' playoff hopes. 

With a victory, the Patriots 
could have clinched a wild-card 
berth. At 9-7, they still have a 
shot at a wild-card but need losses 
by both Cleveland and Indiana- 
polis Sunday. Denver finished 
its disappointing season at 8-8. 

Winder and Dorsett had short 
touchdown runs to stake Denver 
to a 14-10 halftime lead. 

Twice in the second half, pun- 


ter Mike Horan, the Broncos' 
lone selection to the pro bowl, 
pinned the Patriots at their, own 
5-yard line. 

After the second punt and New 
England's inability to advance 
past its 18. the Broncos took 
possession near midfield and 
marched for a clinching score 
with 9:18 left. Dorsett, who 
finished with 86 yards rushing, 
started the 58-yard drive with a 
15-yard run. John Elway com- 
pleted two passes and Winder 
bolted 17 yards up the middle to 
set up his 4-yard score. 

With Steve Grogan replacing 
starter Tony Eason at quarter- 


back, the Patriots mounted two 
scoring threats in the closing mi- 
nutes — * one ending on an end- 
zone interception by Tyrone 
Braxton and the other on downs. 

Doug Flutie, who came on to 
quarterback the Patriots with 23 
seconds left in the game, goi a 
long pass that was intercepted in 
the end zone by safety Randy 
Robbins. 

New England's Lone TD came 
midway through the opening 
quarter on rookie John Stephens' 
23-yard run. 

Stephens' score came moments 
after an interception and 27-yard 
return by comerback Raymond 


Clayborn to the Denver 40. 
Stephens bounced off the left side 
and sprinted into the end zone 
with 5:56 left in the First quarter. 

Denver countered on ihe sub- 
sequent series with a 74-yard. 
13-play scoring drive. Dorsett's 
26-yard run started the drive and 
Elway completed three third- 
down passes for first downs. Win- 
der went 1 yard up the middle for 
the TD with 41 seconds to go in 
the period. 

Denver went ahead 14-7 with 
an 80-yard march on its next 
possession. Elway hooked up 
with Mark Jackson on a 33-yard 
pass play on third-and-14 . 


ON THE OCCASION OF 
X-MAS AND THE NEW YEAR 

OUR LOW PRICES 
REMAIN THE SAME 


LACOSTE 


Sk benellon 


Reebok, GUCCI, Polo, -Calvin-Klein, NIKE 

We' have a wide variety of: 

Jogging suits. Pullovers, Sweaters, 
Sweat Shirts 

in addition to: 

Shirts, T. Shirts, Lady Sets, Shorts. Trousers. 

Open daily from 9 a.m. - 8 p.m., also Fridays 


SUBA1H FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader-Wadi Seer - main street 
opposite the mosque. 

Tel. 823435 



fetaJ 

A large variety of 

CHRISTMAS 

toys, greeting cards, trees and 
decorations 

i available at: 

J WADI SAQRA 
BOOKSHOP 



near Holiday Inn-Wadi Saqra junction 

TeL 633379 


Peanuts 


LOOK KIR 00N T 6LAME ME ... 

blame the school board! 

NO, UJERE NOT GOING TO 
HAVE A CHRISTMAS FLAY... 


NO. YOU'RE NOT GOING TO 
BE 6ABRIEL OR 6ERONIMO 
[ OR ANYBODY! YOU UAD ALL 
YOUR LINES MEMORIZED 7 


WiELt, FORGET EM ..RUB 
AN ERASER ON YOUR HEAD! 





Mutt'n’ Jeff 


POF? IS IT TRUE T OF A ( THATS N OT TRUE/ 

WE DESCENDED COURSE)! IT’S RID ICULOUS/yUfe- 

FROM APES AMP, l MOT U K !i?f 

A/tnklu'c’VAr? r-'tSSTr \ 




‘tesrf A. j.,£ 5 Sfcs 


stop staring 
AT ME LIKE 
TdAT/>r^ 


Andy Capp 








World Ne 



ws 



A Soviet army tank at an intersection in central Yerevan as a curfew and a state of emergency 
continued in the Armenian capital. 


Quake fails to bury 
Soviet ethnic dispute 


YEREVAN. USSR (AP) — 
Tanks and soldiers that could be 
used for earthquake relief instead 
patrol Armenia's capital, showing 
that Moscow believes a show of 
force still is needed to keep a lid 
on nationalistic unrest. 

Already, dozens of Armenian 
activists have been jailed for 
alleged curfew violations. Other 
activists say. however, the real 
reason for the arrest has been 
their continued political agita- 
tion. 

U was the activists’ heated cam- 
paign for Armenia to annex 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the heavily 
Armenian-populated district of 
neighbouring Azerbaijan, that ri- 
veted the world's attention for 
most of the year. 

But Dec. 7 an earthquake kil- 
led an estimated 55,000 people in 
northwestern Armenia. The 
tragedy then became the focus of 
the Armenian nation of 3.4 mil- 
lion people. 

But the activists have not given 
up, and despite the government's 
avowed policy of “glasnost,” or 
openness, it has launched a crack- 
down against them. 

Three days after the quake, 
while Soviet President Mikhail $. 


Gorbachev was visiting Armenia 
to check on disaster relief, five 
leaders of the Karabakh 
Committee were arrested. 
Another leader was arrested la- 
ter, and the other five are re- 
ported in hiding. 

Hie unsanctioned group has 
spearheaded the annexation cam- 
paign, which has led ro bloodshed 
between Armenians and Azerbai- 
janis. Hie Kremlin has refused to 
turn Nagorno-Karabakh over to 
Armenia. 

During a visit to Yerevan, Gor- 
bachev blasted the committee, 
calling its members “pro- 
vocateurs’* trying to take advan- 
tage of the instability created by 
the earthquake to gain power. 

“They must be stopped,” he 
said. 

The Armenian Communist 
Party newspaper, Kommunist, 
accused the activists of hurting 
earthquake relief efforts. 

“From a- snug headquarters, 
the committee contacts hospitals 
with incompetent instructions, 
disseminates wild rumours and 
sends spurious data to die repub- 
lic's health ministry, thus 
hampering the effort to organise 
effective medical aid to quake 


victims," TASS, the official 
Soviet news agency, summarised 
from Kommunist. 

Some Armenians agree with 
some of the government critic- 
ism. Larisa Gishiyan, 36, said the 
Nagorno-Karabakh issue must re- 
main a priority but that it 
“shouldn't be brought up during 
mourning.” 

But the activists believe the 
Karabakh issue must not be put 
aside for anything. 

“If a person dies in your home, 
you still must eat, breathe.” said 
Ruzan Gorgrsyan, whose hus- 
band Mofses, an Armenian 
nationalist, was anested Nov. 27 
and sentenced to 30 days in jail. 

A Politburo commission over- 
seeing earthquake relief said 
Saturday that Karabakh Commit- 
tee members were making "in- 
stigatoiy talks” and handing out 
leaflets calling for demonstrations^ 
and strikes, TASS said. 

Meanwhile, the activists' anger 
is increasingly directed at Gor- 
bachev. They say he was heckled 
and sworn at during his visit to 
the disaster area because of his 
handling of the Karabakh issue, 
but those reports could not be 
independently confirmed. 


Shevardnadze on Asian 
tour tries to woo Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 


arrived in Japan Sunday on the 
first stop of an Asian tour, ex- 
pressing hopes for improved rela- 
tions between the two Asian pow- 
ers despite an old territorial dis- 
pute. 

Shevardnadze appeared to call 
for flexibility in handling the dis- 
pute over Soviet-held islands off 
Japan's northern coast, the main 
issue dividing Tokyo and 
Moscow. 

“Given the importance of our 
two nations in resolving interna- 
tional problems, Japan-Soviet 
political dialogue and mutual 
understanding is generally de- 
layed,” Shevardnadze said after 
his Aeroflot jet landed at Tokyo's 
Haneda International Airport. 

“While there are objective 


reasons for this,” Shevardnadze 
said, “It should be possible to 
relax or eliminate the reasons for 
this delay” in improved relations. 

The Soviet envoy, his wife, 
Nanuli Razhdenovna, and a 40- 
member entourage were greeted 
by Japanese Foreign Minister 
Sousuke Uho, Japanese Ambas- 
sador to Moscow Toshiaki Muto 
and Soviet Ambassador to Japan 
Nikolai Soloviev. 

Shevardnadze's arrival on the 
first leg of his tour to Japan, the 
Philippines and communist ally 
North Korea came amid security 
concerns due to vociferous 
Japanese right-wing groups de- 
manding return of the islands. 

The airport and its approaches 
were heavily guarded. In central 
Tokyo, authorities increased 
security around the Soviet 


embassy where the foreign minis- 
ter was staying. 

Busloads of police guarded 
streets near the walled compound 
— a favourite target of nationalist 
groups shouting anti-Soviet slo- 
gans over loudspeakers. 

Both Moscow and Tokyo claim 
the southernmost section of the 
Kurile islands off Japan’s north- 
ern coast, bnt Soviet troops 
ousted the 17,000 Japanese resi- 
dents at the end of World War II 
and have occupied the territory 
since. 

Japan is adamant in its demand 
that the islands be returned to 
Tokyo. For decades the Soviets 
refused to admit a territorial issue 
existed, but officials on both sides 
have said they hope to make 
progress toward resolving the dis- 
pute during Shevardnadze's visit. 


Venus not the twin planet 
earthlings once thought 


By Dean Lokken 
Reuter 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, Califor- 
nia — Venus, once viewed as 
Earth's twin, is actually a 
warning-in-the-sky of what 
could happen if our planet 
continues to grow wanner, say 
scientists who have examined 
Venusian data gathered by 
U.S. spacecraft. 

In the 10 years since the 
United States launched two 
Pioneer spacecraft toward 
Venus, which is similar to 
Earth in size and composition, 
scientists have discovered great 
differences between the two 
planets. 

As planned, one of the craft 
sent several probes crashing- 
through Venus's atmosphere, 
sampling its makeup on their 
descent to the surface of the 
second plant from the sun. 

The other Pioneer, a drum- 
shaped explorer weighing ab- 
out 360 kilogrammes, still 
orbits Venus and is expected to 
continue sending back data un- 
til late 1992, when it will ex- 
haust its fuel and bum up os it 
falls to the planet's surface. 

Scientists associated with the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
study of Venus gathered at 
Ames Research Centre last 
week to mark the first decade 
of the Pioneer- Venus mission 
and swap notes on their find- 


ings. 

Many questions about 
Venus remain, but the scien- 
tists agreed their view of the 
planet has changed significant- 
ly since 1978. especially when 
it is compared to Earth, the 
third planet from the sun. 

“We used to think Venus 
and Earth were twin planets.” 
said Donald Hunten, a Uni- 
versity of Arizona planetary 
scientist. “They're really not 
very alike at all.” 

Venus has a surface temper- 
ature approaching 480 Centig- 
rade, hot enough to melt zinc. 
Its magnetic field is very weak 
and thick clouds blanket the 
entire planet, whose atmos- ' 
phcric pressure is 100 times that 
of Earth. 

Even 95 kilometres above 
the surface of Venus the 
atmosphere reaches 138 Cen- 
tigrade in the daytime, then 
cools to 77 Centigrade at night. 

Scientists speculate thar 
Venus had oceans about four 
billion years ago and many of 
them now think the water 
evaporated because of the 
same "greenhouse effect," or 
warming phenomenon, that 
the Earth is now experiencing, 
said Hunten. 

“We have to take this threat 
to our atmosphere very 
seriously," he said of the les- 
son Venus holds for earthlings. 
“We should not ignore these 
warnings.” 


He said the same kind of 
process that caused Venus to 
lose its oceans — the heat of 
the sun trapped beneath a 
cloud cover — is now happen- 
ing on Earth. 

“Venus is not a living, brea- 
thing example, but a very dead 
example of what the Earth's 
atmosphere could be like,” he 
said. 

Although Hunten said he 
would not predict that Earth 
mil actually end up like Venus, 
he said a few degrees of 
warmer average annual 
temperatures would be dis- 
astrous for mankind's agricul- 
ture. 

The United States plans to 
launch a probe called Magellan 
to Venus next April. The orbi- 
ter, equipped with radar de- 
vices, will help scientists map 
the surface of the planet in 
greater detail than has been 
possible with the Pioneer craft. 

Harold Masursky, an astro- 
logist with the U.S. Geological 
Survey, said scientists have 
already discovered evidence of 
volcanism on Venus and think 
it still has active volcanoes. 

Hunten said the best chance 
of proving that Venus once had 
oceans would be to discover 
evidence of beaches and sea 
cliffs. 

“That is our only hope, as 
far as I see, of going farther 
with this idea of primordial 
oceans (on Venus);" he said. 
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At least 24 killed in 24 hours despite boosted security 


Violence pandemic in Sri Lanka 
on eve of presidential elections 


COLOMBO (AP) — Gunmen stormed into the home 
of a prominent opposition politician who once 
belonged to the governing party and killed five 
people Sunday, the eve of presidential elections, 
police said. * 


They were among 24 people 
slain in the past 1A hours in 


political and ethnic violence, 
police and military officials said. 

Seven other people were criti- 
cally wounded in the attack at the 
home of Neville Fernando in 
Fanadura, 15 kilometres south of 
Colombo, according to police, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Fernando escaped injury but 
was hospitalised for shock. Pana- 
dura police blamed the attack on 
the People's Liberation Front, a 
group of Sinhalese extremists that 
was vowed to stop Monday's elec- 
tion. But they offered no proof 
for this theory. 

Fernando, a Sinhalese, former- 
ly belonged to President Junius 
R. Jayewardene's United Nation-' 
al Party (UNP) but left it to work 
for the Sri Lanka Freedom Party 
headed by presidential candidate 
and former Prime Minister Siri- 
mavo Bandaranaike. 


Nineteen other people were 
killed in a series of attacks in the 
Sinhalese heartland of central 
and southern Sri Lanka, accord- 
ing to officials who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The victims included two Sri 
Lankan soldiers killed Sunday in 
an attack on a polling centre in 
Kamburapitiya, 120 kilometres 
southeast of Colombo and two 
other soldiers, killed while pat- 
rolling near Epawellia, about 145 
kilometres northeast of Col- 
ombo. The officials blamed both 
attacks on the People's Libera- 
tion Front. 

Six people, including two UNP 
workers, were killed Saturday 
near Monaragala, about 160 
kilometres east of Colombo. 

The bodies of nine suspected 
Sinhalese extremists were found 
in several locations in southern - 
Sri T^nka Sunday, according to' 
the officials, who gave no indica- 
tion who was behind the killings. 


The slayings occurred despite 
heightened security in the 
Sinhalese heartland to Colombo's 
east and south and in the capital 
itself. 

Armoured cars rumbled 
through the capital Sunday as 
soldiers and police sought to stop 
killings and impose calm for 
.Monday's voting. 

The presidential election has 
been preceded by waves of kill- 
ings, abductions and attacks on 
campaign rallies in escalating vio- 
lence that grew out of ethnic 
conflicts between the Sinhalese 
majority and the Tamil minority. 

But he bloodshed that has 
claimed more than 9,000 lives in 
the past five years is no longer a 
clearly defined conflict between 
Sinhalese and Tamils. 

Sinhalese are killing fellow 
Sinhalese, rival Tamil factions 
clash with each other, the tiny 
Muslim minority has been 
targeted by Tamils , and Indian 
peacekeeping forces have been 
trying for nearly 17 months to 
contain and disarm the most bel- 
ligerent Tamil separatists. 

In the tangled web of sectarian 
and political violence, normal life 


has all but ceased on this tropical 
island once famed only for idyllic 
tourist retreats, magnificent gems 
and some of the world's finest tea 
plantations. 

“It has ’come to the stage when 
Sri Tarikans cannot even leave 
their homes in safety, let alone 
going to other parts of the coun- 
try,” Bandaranaike said in one of 
her last campaign speeches. ■ • 

Bandaranaike. widow of Prime 
Minister S.W.R.D. Bandar- 
anaike who was assassinated in 
1959, is the chief opposition 
candidate in Monday’s election. 

Jayewardene is barred by the 
constitution from seeking a third 
term as president but has fielded 
his prime minister, Ranasinghe 
Premadasa, as the candidate of 
his UNP. 

The third candidate. Ossie 
Abeygunesekera, represents 
four small leftist parties under the 
coalition banner of the United 
Socialist Alliance. 

All campaigning was supposed 
to have halted at midnight Friday 
under election rules, but anti- 
Premadasa posters were plas- 
tered on' walls before dawn 
Sunday. 


Tibetan students march in Peking 


PEKING (R) — Sixty Tibetan 
students marched on Peking’s 
Tiananmen Square and the com- 
pound housing China's top lead- 
ership Sunday in protest at police 
killings of demonstrators in 
Tibet. 

The protesters, elite students 
sent from the Himalayan region 
to study in Peking, said they were 
de manding protection of human 
rights in Tibet and described Chi- ' 
na’s rule there as an “invasion,” a 
Western eyewitness said. 

Police followed the marchers,, 
who came from a special college 
for ethnic minorities in northwest 
Peking, and briefly detained a 
foreign reporter who tried to 
speak to them. 

Police in Lhasa opened fire on 
an anti-Chinese demonstration by 


about 30 Buddhist monks eight 
days ago. China's official media 
said one was killed but Western 
witnesses put the death toll 
higher. 

The unprecedented protest was 
in defiance of a two-year-old ban 
on unauthorised demonstrations 
in Peking which specifically out- 
laws marches on Tiananmen . 
Square or outside the heavily- 
guarded Zhongnauhai compound 
where Deng Xiaoping and other 
senior leaders live. - 


college. Police did not appear to 
aiTest any demonstrators. 

Seth Faison, Peking correspon- 
dent for Hong Kong’s South Chi- 
na Morning Post, said he was 
'taken away by police when he 
talked to students, who said they 
were protesting at “the killing of 
our people:” 

Faison said be was accused of 
obstructing traffic, standing on a 
public lawn and ignoring police 
orders but was released after two 
hours. 


Dec. 10, in which a Dutch woman 
■was ala - * wounded by police bul- 
lets. Casualty numbers have not 
■ been independently confirmed. 

Christian Meindersma, 26, told 
reporters after the inrident police 
had fired without warning. Au- 
thorities subsequently accused 
Meindersma of illegally bringing 
a copy of a banned book by the 
exiled Dalai Lama into China. 


The ban was imposed to quell 
pro-democricy rallies by 
thousands of students in 1986. 

Officials from the Peking 
Nationalities Institute mingled 
with the marchers and tried to 
persuade them to return to the 


“I did nothing incompatible 
with my job as a journalist and 
accept none of the accusations,” 
Faison said. 

Faison quoted marchers as 
saying they believed 12 Tibetans 
■ were killed in the protest in Lhasa 


Tibetan students in Peking are 
regarded as a special cadre des- 
tined for leading jobs in the 
Chinese administration of the 
backward region on their return. 

Peking says Tibet has been part 
of China for hundreds of years, 
but many Tibetans regard it as a 
separate country and Chitia's 
1950 occupation as an invasion. 


Vanuatu in turmoil; new premier Held 


PORT VILLA, Vanuatu (AP) — 
Barak Sope was arrested Sunday, 
hours after being sworn in as 
prime minister while a dispute 
raged over who governs this trou- 
bled Pacific nation, Australian 
news organisations reported. 

Sope, 37, was arrested by 


security forces loyal to Walter 


Lini, the elected prime minister, 
said an Australian Associated 
Press (AAP) dispatch. Lini had 
been dismissed earlier by Presi- 
dent George Sokomanu but re- 
fused to step down, challenging 
Sokomanu's constitutional role. 

At least three other people 
were arrested. 

“They came in without a war- 
rant and told Mr. Sope that he was 
under arrest," the president said, 
according to AAP. “They (para- 


military forces) were in full 
combat gear. Some were carrying 
machine guns, others had rifles.” 
Earlier Sunday, Sokomanu 
appointed a five-member interim 
government which he claimed 
would rule Vanuatu until national 
elections in February. 

The move follows his disputed 
dissolution of the country’s par- 
liament Friday and his dismissal 
of Lini, the father of independ- 
ence of what was formerly the 
Anglo-French New Hebrides. 

Vanuatu's political crisis 
deepened earlier Sunday with the 
appointment of Sope. The move 
resulted in the country having 
two governments each claiming 
the .right to govern. 

Sokomanu, Sope's unde, had 
attempted to dissolve parliament 


Friday, a move that Uni refused 
to accept. He said Sokomanu had 
exceeded his authority and that 
the decision was unconstitutional 

Lini, who has governed since 
independence 1 in 1980, main- 
tained he was the legal prime 
minister. 

Radio reports in Sydney, Au- 
stralia, said that besides Sope. a 
cabinet minister whom Uni fired 
earlier this year during a power 
struggle, his chauffeur and secret- 
ary were among those arrested by 
troops loyal to Lini. . 

Sokomanu voiced fears he also 
would be detained, according to 
reports from diplomats, local 
radio and the AAP. 

“If they do not take me, I will 
try to get Mr. Sope and the rest of 
them out of jail tomorrow,” he 


said Sunday, according to one 
news report. 

Australian media reported 
rumours that loyalist Lini forces 
would impose a curfew on the 
capital of 20,000 later Sunday. 

Road blocks and patrols by 
security forces, instituted several 
days ago, were stepped up Sun- 
day after Sope took the oath of 
allegiance. 


Sope said after the ceremony 
tat Vanua 


that Vanuatu might seek military 
assistance from Australia ana 
other South P.-'rific countries if 
security forces remained loyal to 
Lini. Hie small South Pacific 
nation lies 1900 kilometres, 
northeast of Brisbane, Australia. 

Australia responded by saying 
it only recognised the Uni gov- 
ernment. 


Soviets reform weary, says Gorbachev aide 


MOSCOW (AP) — Politburo 
member Alexander N. Yakovlev 
said in remarks published Satur- 
day that despite more than three 
years of reform, Soviets still are 
afraid of democracy and open- 
ness. 

“We talk about political trans- 
formations, but how difficult it is 
to part with the old power to 
which we are accustomed,” 
Yakovlev said in remarks in the 
Ural mountain city of Perm. 

'We still cannot imagine that 
genuine people's power will be 
simpler, more reliable and, of 
course,' more responsible. Demo- 
cracy, glasnost, and differences of' 
opinion still frighten us, as if 


every one of us constantly lives in 
agreement with himself and al- 
ways thinks in comfortable 
cliches," Yakovlev said. 

'“Can you really call a person a 
person if he doesn’t have his own 
opinions?” he said. 

His remarks to regional party 
officials were published Saturday 
by the Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda. 

Yakovlev is regarded as a 
theoretician of Gorbachev’s re- 
forms and the closest adviser to 
che Soviet president on the Com- 
munist Party Politburo. 

He called for an end to “wage- 
levelling,” the practice of giving 
people the same pay regardless of 


the quality of the works they do. 
Gorbachev has encouraged the 
practice of paying more for better 
work in an effort to get Soviets to 
work harder and produce better- 
goods. 

Yakovlev said that tendency 
can be attacked through the 
cooperative movement that 
allows Soviets working privately 
to provide goods and services 
scarce in the state-run economy 
without adhering to the official 
price and wage structure. 

Cooperatives, Yakovlev said, 
mil help “decide the important 
— to take away deadly equalling” 
and pay according to work. 
“Without this the construction of 


socialism is a utopia; without it 
society, a person is alienated 
from property and power.” 

Speaking of the new govern- 
ment structure approved last 
month, Yakovlev said it will have 
to earn the respetj of Soviet 
citizens. 


At a meeting at die end of 
November the Supreme Soviet 
parliament approved Gor- 
bachev’s plan for a New Congress 
of People’s Deputies that will 
include members selected from 
the Communist Party, trade un- 
ions and other organisations. It in 
turn will choose a smaller, more 
active Supreme Soviet. 



Ortega prepares peace offer to U.S. 


Police, army shoot it out in S. Africa 


NEW YORK (AP) — Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega said his 
government is preparing a peace proposal that it will present to the 
United States, according to a published report. Sunday's editions 
of the New York Times quoted Ortega as saying in an interview: 
“We’re working on a reasonable proposal for an agreement with 
the United States.” The Times reported that the Sandinista leader 
is hopeful that President-elect George Bush will be less enthusiastic 
about supporting the Nicaraguan rebels, called contras, than was 
President Ronald Reagan. Reagan has supported the contras soon 
after taking office in January 1981. Rut the U.S. Congress has not 
provided consistent aid for the rebels. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African soldiers shot and killed 
two policemen and a civilian informer in a mixup over a reported 
arms cache in Soweto, police said Sunday. Lieutenant Robbie 
Olivier confirmed press reports giving the first details of the 
midnight gun battle in Johannesburg's black township complex 
Wednesday. He said police and soldiers, who share responsibility 
for policing townships, learned separately that guns had been 
hidden in a house in the white city section of Sowetti. Soldiers 
broke in and set a trap for the owner of the house while police sent 


Carlucci urges Tower to boost budget 


WASHINGTON (AP) — John Tower, President-elect George 
Bush’s choice as defence secretary, should let recent reforms in the 
U.S. weapons-buying system take hold before promising sweeping 
changes, says outgoing Defence Secretary Frank C. Carlucci, 
Tower, currently a high-ranking Republican senator, also should 
fight hard for a two per cent increase in the Defence Department's 
budget, Carlucci said in an interview. He said anything less would 
jeopardise the nation's security and the future of its all-volunteer 
military. “The last thing the Defence Department needs is 
somebody to come in and yank the procurement system out by the 
roots again and say we’re going to reform it or ebange it," Carlucd 
said. “The best reform for the procurement system is stability, 
predictability. The blueprint is laid out... we’ve made a large 
number of changes in the procurement system.” 


a five-man unit, accompanied by a civ ilian informer, to investigate 
the report. “The policemen were shot at when they arrived,” he 
said. “Two black policemen were killed and a third was wounded. 
The civilian, also a black man, was also killed.” Olivier said the 
police never had a chance to shoot back, but witnesses quoted in 
several Sunday newspapers said the two sides exchanged fire for up 


to 30 minutes. 


Philippine boat sinks; 51 missing 


MANILA (R) — Fifty-one people are missing after a small feny 
boat sank in central Philippines, the local military command 
reported Sunday. It said two passengers who swam for seven hours 


were rescued by a passing vessel after the sinking off the southern * 
coast of Mindoro Island, about 200 kilometres south of Manila 


The report said they were among 47 passengers and six crew 
aboard the boat which sank in strong seas Friday. It said the 
rescued pair were taken to Fanay Island, south of Mindoro. 
Villagers and coast guards on Mindoro were helping to search for 
other survivors. 



Unusual Christmas 
presents 


. RADCLIFF , Kentucky (AP) — 

T .rtftlriqg for that unusual Christ- . 
mas present? How about a time- 
bomb alarm dock for just $14.95 
or a knife concealed in a lipstick 
container. It’s Christmas time at 
the U.S. Cavalry Store in Radc- 
liff. where a nativity scene in toe- 
window shares space with exam- 
ples of one of the world's largest 
varieties of military products 
available in one place. Company 
President Randy Acton said toe 
selection has attracted customers 
as varied as singer Michael Jack- 
son, who ordered the knife con- 
•cealed in a lipstick container, and 
Panamanian Genera! Manuel 
Noriega,, who has called on the 
company for his personal uni- 
forms and underwear. Acton said 
the company bad sales topping 
$10 million last year. Camouflage 
is, indeed, the design of choice at 
U.S. cavalry. It is on computer 
covers, duct tape . toilet paper, 
pen-and-pencil sets and of 
course, canteens, cots, goggles, 
gloves, hats, holsters, jackets, 
tarpaulins and sleeping bags. 


Howto make 
a nude statue 
respectable? 


Court rules in 
favour of Fonda 


British royalty 
member arrested 


No more pop music 
during office hours 


MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — West- 
ern pop music has been banned 
from the official English-lan- 
guage radio broadcast daring 
government working hoars, an 
official said. Instead, listeners of 
state-run radio Sultanate of 
Oman heard classical music play- 
ed from 7:30 a.m. to 2 pim. “It 
was not deemed suitable for disco 
music to be piped through civil 
servants' offices,” said the offi- 
cial. “But Beethoven and Mozart 
is ok.” Sultan. Qaboos, the 48- 
year-old British-educated leader 
of this Persian Gulf country, is. a 
fan of classical music and opera. 
The change did not . affect -the 
Arabic-language’ broadcast, 
which plays predominantly Egyp- 
tian pop music. 
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LOVELAND, Colorado (AP) — . 
How do you make a nude statue 
respectable? Stand it against a 
wall, according to the Loveland 
Visual Arts Commission. The 
commission was caught in a con- 
troversy that broke out over 
“Moulding our Future,” a prop- 
osed 2. 1-metre- tall bronze monu- 
ment meant to celebrate love, the 
town's namesake. But the com-; 
mission wriggled out of the prob- 
lem, tentatively approving the 
statue of a mother with a child at 
her breast for a new park, but 
ordering the sculpture to be 
turned towards a wig shop wall so 
it will not offend passers-by. The 
woman’s breasts will also be co- 
vered by trees, hiding them from 
unsuspecting strollers. About 600 
residents signed a petition against 
the statue, saying they like love 
and Loveland but wanted the 
statue to have another home. 
Customers at the wig shop also 
protested. The commission is 
scheduled to take a final vote bu 
the statue before the end of toe 
year. 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
U.S. appeals court has ruled in 
favour of actress Jane Fonda in a 
lawsuit by her former business 
manager, who said he was enti- 
tled to 10 per cent of her earnings 
from the movie “Coming Home” 
and other projects. Fonda denied 
she had agreed orally to continue 
to pay proceeds to Richard M. 
Rosenthal after firing him in May 
1980. The court ruled that an 
agreement, if it existed, was un- 
enforceable because it was not in 
writing. Lawrence. Steinberg, a 
lawyer for Rosenthal, said the 
ruling lets Fonda “subvert the 
claims of someone who worked 
for her as a loyal confidant for 12 
years.” Among other things, 
Steinberg said, Rosenthal made 
the contractual arrangements for 
“Coming Home,” the 1978 film 
that won Fonda her second 
academy award as best actress. 
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LONDON (R) — A member of 
Britain's royal family has been 
arrested for possessing cannabis 
and released with a caution* Lord 
Nicholas Windsor, 18, a cousin of 
Queen Elizabeth, was arrested -in 
a London park Wednesday even- 
ing. A police spokeswoman said 
there was no special treatment. It 
is thought be was cautioned be- 
cause the amount of cannabis 
involved was small. The Daily 
Mirror newspaper said Lord 
Windsor, younger son of the 
Duke and Duchess of Kent and 
19th in line to the throne, was due 
to spend Christmas with the 
queen. 
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